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RT The Nature and Kinds 
Serm. I. who gave it. Thus do the Virtues 
of Religion circulate; they come 
from God in a Principle, they re- 
turn to him in an Offering. He 
teaches the Believer both to receive 
his Gifts, and to own that he does ſo. : 
As we have formerly endeavour'd 
2 Cor. i. to be the helpers of your Foy, by gi- 
24. Ving you ſome aſſiſtance in the great 
Duty of ſinging Plalms ; ſo we are 
now to conſider that other Branch of 
Devotion, which is eſſential to your 
Being as Saints, and ſuitable to your 
dance as Creatures. And in 
thisDeſign, our method of proceed. 
ing will be very like that we took 1 in 
rhe other. 
1. To ſhew you the Nature and 
Kinds of the Duty; what Prayer is 
and how many n may be per- e 
form d. | 
2. To convince you by ſome Ar- 
guments, that it 1s, r reaſonabl tl 
Service. K 
3. To enquire into ſeveral things 2 
that will recommend it, as an exal- D, 
ted Part of our Religion. A 
| 34. To anſwer the Objections that 
either the Stu ol og or Idleneſs off 
n ene rais d againft 1 it. ©. 
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Temper, that can never be à Bleſſingi 

and may prove the greateſt Curſe, 

we muſt endeayour to carry off th 
"Concern another way; In even 
thing by Prayer and Supplication' with 
Thankſgiving, rar Jour "Requeſ 
Known unto God. 
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Cacebiſi; that 1 1 Js? no more 
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that Definition in their order; on- 
_ ty taking the liberty to bring over 
one Clauſe from the lar er Cart. 
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_ other: *Tis in anſwer to that 89 0 
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conſiſt of; an Offering up of our De- 
fires, a Confeſſion of our Sins, and 
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Mercys. e oe 13 
IV. The way in N we are 
both accepted in it, and enabled to 
; the former is, in the Name of 
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| bo the. Spirit. i 
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Serin. L. we are at by Nature; for tho we 
1 have obtaind 4 Kingdom that cannot 
.be mod, we are ſtill oblig'd to 
ſerve him acceptably with Reverence 

and godly Fear. We come to him 

2s the Arno of our Being, who 
Gen. 11.7. breathid us into Life, and. holds or 
Pſal. Ixvi. Fault in it. And therefore it is, 
nuith the loweſt Veneration, that 
Pſal. xcv. we worſhip and bow. down, and knee! 
„ 7 before the Lord our Maler; becauſe 
bie i our God, and we are the People 
of his Paſture, and the Sheep of. bu 


And beſides, if we offer theſe 
Deſires to God, it muſt be under a 
71 C nkdence of thoſe Pirfeftions that 
male him capable to obſerve us; 
Heb. iv. knowing, that every Creature is ma- 
8 niſeſt in hw. fight, and all things na- 

Lied aud apen before him. Iis be- 
Pal. Ixv. cauſe he i the Hearer of Prayer, that 
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this one Argument overthrows. that 
Col. ii.i 8. voluntary Humility, and Worſhipping : 
f Angels, which ſome have intruded 
, being vainly pat A p in their 
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Hearts, can only know what ig the 
Rom. viii. Mind of the Spirit. *T was under a 
27 ſtrong Impreſſion of this that by 
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peace to a wounded Soul, and Par- WR - 
don to a guilty one; 7, _ that Jobsliia 
thou canſt do every thing, and that 1 
no thought can be withbolden from thee. „% 
js tohim who knows our damn ſitting Plal. 

upriſing , and underſtands our cxxxix. 4 
2 afar r; 0 compaſſes ou 7530 CE) 
path, and is acquainted with all | ous, 2 

ways that, we bring the Complaints 
the Petitions and Praiſes which Wile - 5 
gle in our Devotion. Hie bears from 1 King 
Heaven bs dwelling place-; 5 our cry viii. 30. 
comes up to bs Trax, © even ine bus 
Ears. A 
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ſires to God, it muſt be with an 


aſſurande of his Capaci 


Ay to. help us 
That he is a Great Lord, and 


of Pſal.- | 


Great Power, and his . Underſtanding exlvii. 3. 


ir infinite. And this ſuppoſes a : 
Faith that will make us adore his 
Perfections, as well as underſtand 85 
the Deſigu of his Promiſes; for hom Rom. xX. 
Hall they call an him, in whom they 14. 
have not beliey'd 2? In this Duty we 
look upon him, as able ta do exceed - Eph, iii; 5 
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ther ask. or thint. 
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erm. l: ber the Great Name that he has pro- 
claimed before us, of che Lord God, 
 xxxiv, 6, Mercifut and” grace, long. ſiiſfering 

aud abiindant m"gooaneſs, forgiving 
.- Iniquity, tranſgrefſion and fin. We 
Ezra ix. come to him in aur treſpaſſes, having 


15. * , "3 EEE Be rats bars o Wh 1 e 
er finn 4 againſt Heaven and in his fight, 


even admitted among the Servants. 
But he ſet us the great Example, when 


Exzek. xvi. he paſc d by, and ſaid unto us live. So 
65 that in our Prayers we only meet 


the Love that has begun to enquire 
| after us. We do but anſwer at his 
Job. xiv. call, who has a defire to the Work e, 


| 15, -  bis\ own Hands His Goodneſs has 


Pſal. led us into the Duty, Thon ſaidſt ſerk 
xXvii. 8. ye my Face; and my Heart did but 
return the Voice, Thy face Lord will 
I feel. F be ſhoutd mark iniquity, who 
_ ..___ eould ſtand; either at his Bar, or in 


pal. his Temple? Bur there 55-forgiveneſs 


CXXX. 3, with him; on Which account he i, 
4 te be fear d. "With the Lord there is 
Mercy; and with him is plenteous Re- 

demption ſor all his People. He has 
ui e. made it one of the Olorys of bis 
Mic. vii. Nature, that there's no God like unto 


HB, 1g. him z who pardons Iniquity, and paſſes 


l the Tran ſgreſſion of the Remnant of 
his Heritage, ſnbating their Iniquities, 
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therefore has put himſelf under En⸗ 8 

gagements to anſwer: Our Pexiti- 

ons do not fly at random; but he 

has more abundantly ſhemn to us the im- Heb. vi- 

mut ability of his Counſel, confir ming it 1 8. 

by an Oath, that we might meant > 

| Conſolation: in 8 KRefuge 811 

the Hope that is ſet before us. Beſides 

the Care of Providence, which db's | 

not leave him without witneſs, he has Acts ziv;. 

added the beſt Account: of himſelf 7. 

by a Revelationthatſhines at Ligbi 2 Pet. i 

in 4 dart Place; and this we are 1 

chiefly to he encohrag d by, when 

we worſuip towards bis boly Temples be- Pak 

cauſe he has e t Word r Es 

all his Name. KI > 
But then, we wiſts hacks; than 

bis Holineſs. hates the Wicked, and 

his Juſtice will puniſh them. He is | 

of purer Eyes than to- behold: Ex; OS, 

Cad of. Truths: and without Imqiaty, 33 

juſt and right is he. This ſhows us, Peut-⸗ 

that M axe to meſh our Hands in in- Ir 

ente and * to Tompaſs his. Altar: 6, 
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18. 'H epard nuit) in my Heart, "rhe 
IE will not N 6 Prayer. 77 Sexy x 
DE [Theſe are the Perfections that 
1 Thoughts ſhou'd he full of in 
8 every diſcharge of this Duty; for 


Heb. iv:6, by that comes unto God, muſt believe 

| _ thathe is, and that he is a Rewarder of 
ö who ater Mee foek nnn 

II. The next thing we areto con- 

ider, in the Deſcription of Prayer, 

is the ERRAND upon which we 

offer up our Deſires unto God, or 

what we may lawfully” beg at his 

Hand; and, theſe are bing: agree- 

| able to bis WI: + Tig an conformity 
Nom l. to this that the Spirit makes interceſſi- 
27% on in the Saints according tothe Will of 
Sd. , The moſt uſual Heads of Re- 
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This riſes firſt in the Chriſtian” 3 
Prayers, as it is uppermoſt in his 
Wiſhes: Hallowed be thy Name; thy Matt: vi. 
Kingdom come : 3 thy Will be done on 9, 1c. 
Earth, as it is in Heaven. The Pro- | 
miſes that tell us, the Kingdom hall Pſal. xxii. 
be the Lord's, and he will be gloriſted 28. 


to the Ends of the Eurth; that a Re- ; 
deemer is to put down all Rule, and 1 Cor. xv. 


all Authority and Power; make our 24- 


Duty in this caſe very clear and 
eaſy. Our own deareſt Happineſs 
is lodg'd in the Succeſs of theſe Pe- 


titions. Therefore, Pyr for the Pſal. 
Fj proſper cxxii. 6. 
that love her. Tis according to his Pſal. 1 


good Pleaſure, that he does oo unto 18. 
Sion. Tis taking pity on his Great Exel" * 


Name ; when he who dwells berween XXXVi. 21. 


the Cherubims ſhines forth, extending Pſal. : + 


the Brrghtne 8 of his Houſe to the mn 


uttermoſt Parts of his Empire: 
That as his Train once fill'd no 


more FA 
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„„This we gas to beg without any 
Su pence Sf Mind, that God would 


Pal xb: be Sod A his omn ſtnengtih ; fo hall 


13 me ing and praiſe his Powers... 


dour other deſtres are only ſo many 


treams Ms from this, that 
beth feeds em, and guards em. 
- They are no further to be allow'd, 
- than as they have their tendency bi- 
ther. For that ſnould be our. earneſt 
bn. las Eæpectation and Hope, that Chriſt may 


be magnified in our mortal Body, whe- 


ther it be by Life or Death. 
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dare made happy, is t Head of 
ens; 


I take this in ſuch a "Latitude, as 


to include bath th Joys of Eternity, 

and the Preparation we have for 
„em. This is all contain'd in an 
Rom.xvi. Union with Chriſt, a being in him, 
7. join d to the Lord, putting him on as 
1 Cor. vi. our Righteouſneſs, receiving him as 
e 1. our Strength; being aft ified by him, 
14. And glerying in him. The Mercies 
Iſa. xlv. that attend: this. happy State are, 


beg for, as a thing that we cannot 
5 without being undone for ever. 
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thy fbr ſhall o Fleſh: living be jf. cxlii. a. 
rg Thon on 7 art to be. feared, and Pſ. Ixxvi. 
whi-may ſtand before thee, wy thou w_ : 
att Angry? For this, we are to 

plead the Promiſes, and rate hold 

on a Covenant | order; d in all "Things Iſa. Ivi. 3. 
a ſure. * all- our Salvation; 2 Sam. | 

and it ſhould be all cur deſires. We xxiii, 5 
confeſs- to yy Who is not only 


8 t juſt to forgive ut our Job. i. FE 8 
| Sins, dealt 18 Yew gane Fr 
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Another Bleſſing, that 1 ü 
rable from this, and will draw out 
the Petitions of every good Man, | 
is a--Helineſ; of Heart and Life. 
Which N beg as a thing moſt 
agteeable to him Who gives it: 

For, this is the Mill God, even your 1 Ther 
Santt ification.. Upon which account, i IV. 3. 

we are to Pray that the very GO 
of Peace wouy d ſanctiſy us throughauty 1 Theſ. v. | 
in Soul, Spirit and Body, and-preſeror N. n 
us. blamzleſs to the coming ef Jeſus * 
Chriſt : That we may — allthe 
rene of a new and Divine Nat 27 
For he prays, that the God of tur Eph 
Java Jef Chriſt, the Father of Glory, * . 


i Te Nature Kind <2 
Seam) en to us the Spirit of Weſdon. 
EV ge Revelation in the Knowledge of 

bim: That the Eyes of our nder. 
ſtanding may be enlightewd, to knoy 

what 3s the hope of our Calling, and 
the Riches of the Glory of his Inhe- 
ritauct in the Saints. With the 
| fame Importunity do we call in the 
Eph. iii. 2 of every Grace: Bowing our 
14, 15, Knees to him, of whom the whole Fa- 
16, 175 muly. both in Heaven and in Earth 
: ” _—_ are named; that he would grant to us, 
ee 70 the Riches of bis Glory, 
ro be ftrengthen'd with might, by his 
Spirit in the inner Man; that Chriſt 
may dwell in our Hearts by Faith; 
and we, being rooted and grounded in 
Love, may be able to comprehend, 
with all Saints, what is the breadth, 
and ed, depth, and height; 
avid to know the Love of Chriſt, which 
paſſer Knowledge," and be fild with all 
_ the'fulneſs of God. That theſe Prin- 
' ciples may work out into Action 
Col. il. 19. and Service; and ſo inereaſe with 
Phil. i. 9, %% inoreaſe of God: That our Love 
15 "way abound more and more in \Know- 
lege and in all Juugment; that we 
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8 we are Heir: of God, and fall be 
nd, Poſſeſſors with him. But this is not 
drh, ſo needful as Holineſs, and there- 
ht; fore in our Petitions we are not to 
hich | ſet them upon a Level.. 
ii And the Perfect of what we 
in- now begin to have, the bringing 
401 out of that Life which is hid with Col. iii. 
pith | Chriſt in God, is what we may and 3. 4 
ove | muſt beearneſt for; but . | 
ow- to the whole 2 when thoſe 
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be- tale us out 77 the World 3 r xvii. 
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that pertain both to Life and God- 

lixeſs. But here, we are to regus 

late dur Importunity, and take care 

not ta overrate the Mercy we 

beg for. He has not declar' his 

will in thoſd abſodlute Terms con- 
_ rerningahe State of Believers in this I ft. 
Life: So that, when we deliver our 1 
beſt thoughts about any thing here,, 
we are to leave the Anſwer as much 8. 
with his Wiſdom, as his Goodneſs, I bt 
Pfalatvii. that he may. chooſe our Inberitanc || 7 
4+ _ for us. We know that the Proſperity || iy 
Pen is of Fools deſtroys rbem; becauſe. the) 
x96" wy, have no changes, therefore they fearmos. th 
Phatcxix. God: and in a 2-50 * 15 
73. we ple 


ad. 


gu- 
are 
we 


his 


IN» 


his 


Hg oy. * 3575 WL . 
ple have" bech Miete; on ite 
accounts 10 Wie can Bow Lbve e 
Hatred by the things that ate befor 
him. 4 2 "of _ 71 . 7 
not "worthy, were deſtitſue, afflifted, "=. 
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Poverty nor Rithes, fred me "with Fobdl 8, 1 
conventent ' for me. And, as none 
knows,” what il really goed for" keel. vis 
Man, all 760 days of his vain Life Jn 
which he ſpends as 4 Shadow; 8. in 
begging for Temporal Mercy we 
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"Not" to ſeek" great thing, ts 7, Jer. xiv. 
ſelver; but, Having Food and Raiment, 1 | 5 
therewith to be content. N * 

Not to ask them for their ow 
Sake, to make Proviſion for the Fleſh”; . . 
but that having all ſufficiency in 12 Cor. ir. 
e's we 5 abound to every good 8. 
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to eat, and Raiment to put on, ſo that h 

I come again to my Father's Houſe in 

Peace, then ſhall the Lord be my God. fl i; 

And yet, we may be earneſt for 

ſuch Mercys, when any Promiſe i t} 

has been ſet home with a particular 1 

I. ane warmth upon our Souls: Thou haſt er 

F given Commandment. to ſaue me; be m 
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is what we-wiſh for other People. 
Our Relations in particular. 1 Oh Gen. xvii. 
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er to God for Iſrael ma, that hex 
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le Aer, whether thus. lus lt 


W 
the Places where God has fix'd us, p 
that in the Peace thereof we may have Jer. xxix 
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and giving of Thanks to be made fan © 15 , 25 
Men; for. Kings and. all that ur- in 
Authority, that me may lead 4 quiet 
and pe aceable Lift, in all.Godlineſs 
and Honeſty. Nay, 


» # 2 
8 
* 3 


f 


aa Nature + bob kinds 
anity has oblig't us 


Eri 0 

„ Boſe them that Curſe: % and |: 

1 ay for them that dt(pitefully uſe us, Ml 1 
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de known. the myſtery © of the Calpe? T 
Rom. xv. That their Service may be accepted of il x; 

Fog : the Saints; and their Perſons de- Ce 
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great ſenſe of Religion, are apt to 
bare recourſe to natural means 5 
'mithont any direct regard to Gd; 
yet when their Affairs are very ; 
much perplext, and common Me- 
thods fail em, they generally have 
recourſe to Him, on his Interpo- 
e is their laſt * 1 Ibis! is 
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Ei derm. II. obſervable from almoſt all the My. 
numents of Heathen Antiquit) 
5 Homer and Vir gil make their Heroen 
> upon- great bene implore the 
Patronage, and peculiar Appearance 
bf their Deitys; and repreſent tb 
Sods as actually and viſibly con- 
cerning themſelves in extraordinary 
Circumſtances, tho they thought it 
indecent to engage em upon ever 
common Occurrence *: And the 
- themſelves beg'd the Preſence- of 
the ſame Gods, in writing -what 
their Heroes had atchiev'd |, 
Nay, it was the profeſs'd Senti- 
ment of Philoſophers and common 
People, that Men ought to commit 
their ordinary Affairs to Divine Pro. 
vidence, and beg of Heaven what⸗ 
ever was proper for em. I confeßt 
the Stoick, upon this Head were 
very Heterodox. Their great Ora- 
cle Epictetus directs his Diſciples, 
12 whatever ooo oy Wat, to ſeek 


—_— — 


= 


* Nec Deus ; interfit niſi dignus Vindic 
Nodus inciderit. Hor. de Arte, &c, 
F. Vid. Homer. Virg. &c. paſſim. | 

IE 43avvwv Fas os TEauTy ub. 
Arrian. 1 Is c. 29. , 


— 


2 


5 ” 4 8 
* 


Ps. AYER. _ "oF 


t from themFlves, And * Sene- Serm, u. 
4s Opinion every body knows: Ir. VV 
a ſbame (ſays he) tu teat e the Gods; — 
hat need of Prayer ? make thy fel” — 


Wi. theſe Philoſs! phere had al 
7ays the general Sen % of Mankind 


con. 

nary p gainſt em, and the former of them 7 
at it nay be ſet againſt himſelf to make „ 
ver is Authority inſignificant : we 7 
they Nan bear Seneca down with the moſt 

e of renerable Names of his admir'd* 

vhat \ntiquity, Socrates and Plato, who 


adviſe to look to God even in e 

ommon Affair; to ſay nothing f 
he Emperor A. Antoninus, whoſe” 
recept | it is, in every _ t call 5 8 


hat- Nor was it their judgment only * 
fefs bat we ſhould pray for Tempora! * Þ 


latters, but even what we now 


ra · Fave deen taught to call Spirituals, . 
les, . © all inward Accompliſn ments Wo 
eek ff the Mind. Indeed the Stoicks 18 


licul'd Prayers of this kind; ; and it WD 
mas an Expreſſion of one of their -1 
& Satyriſts :_ “ Let God give me 
s Eife and Wealth, and rl nes. af 
4b. . 
Yi 4 2 31. & 41. + L. 2. cap. 18. 


ct. * Horace Sat. 
93 * my 


— 
— 


—_ 
. 
— 


| Jobn xvi. ont, of Sin in a certain ſen, 
which I need not now ſpeak to; but 
5 ii. natural Conſcience do's alſo areal 

as the Apoſtle tells us, and I could 


DIE does . e * expreſs bim. 
ſelf, when he directs to pray for 


for Courage: againſt the Terror of 
to mention theſe things; the d 100 
of it is to ſhew you that mere Rea 


teaches Men to look for all ſupphy 
from Heaven, and fo. Prayer is4 


that we are Sinners; that is, have 


; ment, and conſequently. o F to 
ſeck to appeaſe him. Ioderdd it i 


- he Obligations | . 1 


a. found Mind in a ſound, Boch 


Death, for Meekneſs, Moderation 
and Patience 2&6. But it's. cnoug 


natural Duty n 
6. By the ſame Light we kao 


tranſgreſs'd God's Holy Law, and 
expos'd our ſelves. to w Refent-\f 


the. work of the Spirit of God, t 


ſhew you from the Teſtimony di 
+ 223 if 1 were. not afraid 
of over doing upon that Head. 
Every Man's Heart would -ſmite 
him for his groſſer — — 


———___ 


— . —— 
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; «{ wen. Fat. x. 356. > Si £ 1 5 5 
46 e ah 192. | 3-1! 
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e had no Revelation; and un- Serm:-- | 
der er thoſe: Rebukes of a Man's own FVW- 
Mind, he would find no eaſe with⸗ 
out applying to God for Pardon. 
This was the occaſion of thoſe Sa. 
crifices, Luſtrations, &c. of Nai 
the Hiſtory of antient Times gives „„ 
ſo large an account. 
1 ſhall only add, that natural 
[Reaſon do's not. Jeave us without 
ſome ground of Hope, that our 
Applications to God ſhall be regard- 
ed. When we conſider the merciful 
Nature and Goodneſs of God, and 
Jobſerve the Courſe of his Provi- 
dence, we ſhall be inclin'd to hope 
that he will not ſhut out, or turn 
away our Prayer. Who cam tel i Jon. ii TTY 
God will turn and repert, and turn 5 2 
away from his fierce Anger, that me 2 
pereſh- not? But I con 5, in this "Bt ol 
matter we are more in the dark, 1 
and infinitely oblig'd to Revelation 1 
which has ſet it in the cleareſt * 
Light, and given us the fulleſt -AF- 
ſurance that our er 8 
ſhall be accepted. And therefore 1 


f \. | 
> 
proceed, 85 0 LY 
4. 


II. To argue from ene We- 
relation and here we have all the 
3 4 Evi- 


2 


1. © ſelf upon the ſlighteſt Search, 


= I 1. 1 argue from the expreſs com- 


5 Ifa.lvi. 7. Worſhip, the Houſe of Prayer. In 


lat. xxyvi. mands us to Watch and Pray; and 


; * vi. Ways, with all Prayer and Supplication, 


— 


ok in The Obligations 


- Serra, U. Evidence we. can defire. Arpy- 
HW ments. preſs in upon us from almoſt. 
- -- every. Page of the Holy Writings; 
and the Subject 18 no difficulty, 
but to ſelect and range what offers 


This I. mall r under the 
225 following Heads. And. ad 


mand of God; which all who own 
280d, muſt acknowledg, to conſti- 

_ tute a Duty. Iſhall mention a Text 

or two out of each Teſtament; 

Pſal. l. 14, Offer unto God Thankſgiving, and pay: 
15. thy Vems unto the moſt High, and call 
pon me in the day of Trouble, &c. 
IE nd it was a Plain ſignification of 

-_ God's Will in this matter, that 
he ſtiles his Houſe, i. e. the place 
which he had appointed for his own 


the New-Teftameat our Lord com- 


Een „ by.his Apoſtle, has bid us pray al- 


in the Spirit, and watching thereunto 

with all Perſeverance, &c. In ever) 
Phil. iv. 6. thing by Prayer and Supplicatiqn, with 
Thankſgiving, let your Requeſts be madt 

" known te God. Theſe and man) 

more ate expreſs and direct Com- 

77 EN 


\ — 


— 
* -_ 
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ands; and by fair and proper Con erm I. 


Su. equence | from: paſſages in 00 
aol Nyrit, 1 might preſent Jou wit 

i thouſand more, ſome of which 
Ity, nll occur under other Heads. 15 5 


— 


lers gue, 8 $6. 25 
rch, „ on the” encouraging Tit t hh 
the 04 has aſſum'd, of a God Bu PL. or ne 3 


rajer 3.a0d the many Promiſes he 

48 made of Audience and Accep- 

1 Wance to ſincere Worſpippers; of 

nil. which I ſhall mention a few;: Call Pfal. l. TY 


ext pon mes and T1 will deliver thee, | 
nt; , will regard the Prayer of the. det bl. ci. 17. 
pay: fitute, and not deſpiſe their Prayer. : 
— t Prayer of: the upright is bis deligbs. Prov. xv. 5 


He beareth the Prayer of the Righteous, 8, 29. 
He has promis'd to make bis: Food ple Ia. vi 7. 
joyful 5 in bis Houſe of Prayer. "Be F 

© Wirrverr Prayer of 4 righteous. Man jam. v. 16. 
n Wavailerh much. But the words of 

our Saviour are as full as can be 


bo. wiſh'd, and therefore ſhall be inn 
aud Witead of endleſs Citations: Aid, and Mat. vii. 


it ſhall be given you, ſeek, and ye . 7, 8+ 
Ti ' knock, and 1 FA hey uns 
0 you's For: every one that <P": ui 


pith | eth; and to. him that knocketh, it ſhall - 


looks like a Taykolagys Bad e 
ds; * i | | Ds 


ans be. opened. The varied Expreſiiog 


receiveth : 4 and he that ſeeleth, End. u | 


{ 
[ 
| 


1 
| | 


Di . cherer taintp of that Word. on whid 


-* - |. affords: and muſt not every reals 


= Cher Obligitions Fo 
10 k + ador'd as a Bleſſed.Condeſcn 


CS ty Kah 1s hem to the Hirt 5 f Tran 


be bas caus d im to bo p44: has ps 

ken it again, and again; that 

muy have ſtrong Cunſal ation in ful 
aſſurance of being accepted. 

No from hence: the Argumen 

ig patural and evident: Will Ga 

hear aur Prayers? Has he made tie 

_ :>. .- moſt ſolemn Promiſes, that we hal 

riot ſeek bis Face in "vain? Are theſe 

A Pfomiſes ſcattered all over the Bodk 

of God, that we may be ſure to met 

with them; and given forth in the 

Phaipeſt Terms, that any Languajt 


nable Man, from God's Promiſes in- 
fer his own Duty? There ſeems to 
be little difference betwixt what 
Superior pbſitively commands, and 
what he.kindly encourages. {0 if 


in As 38. From the Zediarion of Chrilt It. 


wid whom. our Prayers are accept · th 
/ ed: | Hence arifes a glorious Argu- 10 

ment. The Etern al Son of God 
„ tdok upon him our Nature; and 


pet. ii. therein fene er,, che uſt for th 
190, 1 gl that he might bring 1g to God. ; 


e were * ;Keturo rangers 10 oY 


# 
* 
4 


* 


on betwixt. Heaven and Earth, Sin 
had Entirely cut it off: but 'God 55 
* gde "the World, as to give 

by his Son to be 4, Propiti ation, chat | 

Man might once more have Com- 
munion with His Maker. To TOE > 
Sacrifice of our Lord, we. owe the 
Eacouragement we have to pre- 

ſent our Addreſſes to the Father: 

In him all the Promiſes are. Tea, and 
Amen: To this pur poſe are thoſe 
words of the Apoſtle: Having there- Heb. x. 
oe boldneſs to enter into the bolieſt,, ? 
by the Blood, of Teſs, þ 4 new and 
living way which he þ q conſecrated 
wr us thro the Veil, that is to, ſay his 
Reb. The Inference he makes is 
remarkable to the preſent purpoſe z 


if the ſenſe of this Text be con- 
teſted, nothing can be plainer than 
that Reaſoning \ of his, the Conclu- ' 


e R | 59 85 
op nv Re dels and Ot Ser m. l. 
AWS; there was nd Communicati- v 


19, 20. 


Let us draw near with a true Heart.. 
in full afſurance of Faith, &c. And 8 


2 


* 


4 


hon of which is; Let us therefore Chap. ir-. 


Gol Ham- boldly to the Throne of Grace, 14, 13,16. 

that we may obtain Mercy, and find x bo 
; Grace to help in time of need. 

1 For having by his Death pur- : 

500 chas d this great Favour for us; 


and 


+. "yg 


— 


A The Obligations | 
IN 7 II. and being paſ#'d into Heaven for 15 
WON WV and there ever living ta make Inter. 
_ * reſſion for us; and having told ys, 
John xiv. whatever” we ak in bis: . — we 
13. ſhall receive: do's not an indiſpu- 
v. 7. table Obligation reſult from hence 
Xvi. 23. to make uſe of his Mediation, ac. 
cording to the declar'd appoint. 
ment and deſign of it:? 
Can it be imagin'd that Gol 
would be at ſuch Expence, to ered 
a Throne of Grace, and conſecrate 
_ a way to it, without à deſign to 
oblige our Attendance accordingly! 
This would be to ſuppoſe him to 
att inconſiſtently with that glori- 
ous Title, the oniy wife God, and to 
be guilty of a Scene of Folly : ; the 
like to which, no Man of common 
Diſcretion' was ever char 'd with. 
4. I argue from the Interceſin 
Rom. viii. of the Holy Spirit. This is aſſert- 
— cd by St. Paul:; and St. Fude direct 
— 20. us to pray in the Holy Ghoſt lt is 
not my Province to viadicare theſe 
Texts from the. Cavils of ſome 
Men that profeſs themſelves wiſe, 0r 
the ungodly Jeſts of profane Fools, 
that is ſufficiently done to my hand. 
1 deſire my Argument from this 
NE: may _— only, till l 
excel 


— 


LO — — 0 . 
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"Rune par .. 'S oY 
IO. who have 'plead- semi 3 
ed the neceſſity of the Spirit's; Aſſi= v 
ſtance in Prayer, have receiv d a 
Hir Auſwer; which Lam ſure can | 
ne ben come from any ſound Member 
of the Church of England, who „ 


— 


declares the neceſſity at the Spirit's. To 
Agency (which ſhealſo. calls Tapi: 

ration) to every good Work and 

Thought: therefore 22 2. 


allow'd an Argument from henctde. 
If God has promis?d his Holy Spi- 


fit to help our Infirmitys in Prayer, 


to teach us what: to pray for; aud 


bow to pray, i. e. to excite in uns 
deyout Affections, and work every © - _ © 
thing that muſt concur, to prevent 


our Prayer. being an -Abomination „ 
to him; ſurely he expects we ſhould _ 


pray to him. If a Prince furniſhes 
© Subject for an ee provides 
his Equipage, 
Convoy, and 
ſtruction how to manage; is not 


1 Gard and 
beſides gives him In- 


this equal to à formal Command, 80 


46d ex pets In 2 e. lacourage- 


* „* 


* 


10 * Vid. A 3 3.2 - Warks- KG Jnfore \the 5 


Grace of Chriſt, and the Inſpiration of his Spirit, 


tue not pleaſant to God. 1 Collect in the Com- 
munion Service. Cleanſe the thoughts of our 


tart 5 As e thy Holy Spirit, &c. 


ment 


„ The Obligations : 
Serm. II. ment given, and all neceſſary. Aft: 


_— mme a . 
= 7 $M * 
* 


.. 


V ſtance and Supply provided, in or- 


# P der to a buſineſs | Importance, is 


certainly a ſifficient "Sl nification 
of the Ruler's will, t Exe wWete 
no direct 


nen © Therefore, PSY 
5. Let me argue from the Ppt. 
tions given in Scripture concern- 
Mat. vii.ing Prayer, particularly by our 
Luke Saviour. Vou will meet with a full 
xvi. account of theſe in their proper 
: place. 1 ſhall only fay, if Directi. 


on how to perform a Buſineſs, don't 
fuppoſe Hier he who gives the Di- 


rection expects it to be done; and 
accordingly if God's having told us 
how to pray, be not an Argument 
ſufficient to convince any Man that 


be but of little uſe, and there needs 


fome new method of Conviction. 125 


S. Iwould infer this Duty from 
the Nature and Tendency of the 


new Creature. If any Man be in 


2 Cor. v. Chriſt, he is a new 5 Not 


17¹ that there is any alteration in his 
Nature as a Man, but it denotes 

a moral Change of his Temper, 
and ene cen; upon which 
account 


{ 


lech out. The 
Force of this Argument Is ob. | 


Prayer is a Duty; Reaſon appears to 


— 


account we are ſaid to put off the derm. 11. "4 


new Man; which after: God is exeated - 
in Righteoufneſ 5- and true Holineſs. 


jo be 


- iS 


0 pa. Nn 


i Man, which 3s Corrupt” accordin — 
wo the decoirful Luſts, ant put pit 47D — 


* 24. 


To be renemed in Nuowledg after the 3 
Image of him that created us. To Col. ii, © 
bear the _ of the Heavenly, and 1b0.1 

4 of it Devine Nature. 


- Now this Change is the effect | 
15 the Divine Spirit + That mhich Joh. i. 4. 
1 born of the Spirit is Spirit. And 


tho it be only. an * Expulſion of, 


that Darkneſs, Weakneſs and Diſor- 9 5 
der which the firſt Apoſtacy intro- - 
due'd upon Mankind, and the Re- 
ſtoration of Light, Power and 


Harmony, ae ing to that Image 
_after which Man was firſt madez 


and con of the d but a new: Modi- 
fication of the old Subſtance; yet 
pon ſee it is in Scriptare- call'd a 


nem Creature, and 90 only ſo, bat 100 
'4 new Man. The Reaſon / of: this 
E of. Dips ſeems to de 


1 — 
2 
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* 
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2 Nord: Homo deen Kelincegra- 
Fu & novam Proapenfionem-ommum 


| be 
ue eee e inſhatn 


virtu irit 55 / 1 
nad i Davenant in Colo. * ﬆ 8882 1 
only - 4 
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e " The Obligations 
Serm. II. only this; that when a Man has re. 
VV ceived this divine Principle, and 

is born of God, his Aims and Views, 
his whole, Conduct and Behaviour 
are ſo. chang'd, that he ſeems ano- 
ther Creature, as a Body ated by 
another A 
Now to. apply this to our pre. 
ſent Purpoſe ; every renewed Soul 
; as ſuch; has a natural Jzclination 
3 -. toapply it felf to God. Inſomuch, 
that as the new-born Babe's firlt 
Breath is Crying, the new-born 

| Soub's firſt Breath is Prayer ; M anda 
-_ KM. may as well live without 
Breath, as 4 Chriſtian without 
Prayer. It is therefore the Deſcrip- 

tion of a Hypocrite, that he will. 

5 bs xxvii. not always call upon God; whereas 4 
11. David, a Man after God's own Heart, 


Da PI exvi. is one that will call pon bim as long 


a be lives. Behold he prayeth, 1s 

| As 24 the firſt account. we bare of 4 

1 - Chriſtian : ; and the laſt is, Into thy 
-] - Aland d- commit my Spirit. 

II therefore God has implanted 

ſuch a Diſpoſition and Tendency in 

every regenerate Soul; there is no 

room to 1 Porr our Obligation to 

Prayer as a Duty. The Argument 

will conclude eel Hom ſu 2 

ao | tura 


* & x * ** p . — . 9 : 7 7 


6 8 


7 10 FAA YIM. . 8 675. | 9 
aral Grace and ſpiritual Qualifica- Serm. ll. 
ion, as from natural Capacity. 
f God by his mighty Power has 3 
pened our Lips, be certainly. deſi igus 1 _ 
e ſhou'd ſhew e his Praiſe. ee. 
7. It is uſual in practical matters 
5 — from the Example of good 
en. I might accordingly bring "i 
| Cloud of Witneſſes out of the - _ \ 
Old and New Teſtament ; and ſhew . 
that the Generation of the Righteons, Pc. III. 
we always been the Generation of 4 Ce 
them that ſeek God's. Face. In this = xxiv. 
: ttempt the time would fail me, | 
o mention Moſes and Aaron among > 
his Prieſts, and Samuel among them Pſ. XCix.6 | 
that call upon bis Name, with all thoſe Y 
other Heroes, who thro Faith and 
Prayer ſubdu'd Kingdoms, wrought Heb, xi. 
Righteouſneſs, obtained Promiſes, ſtop- 33. 
ped the Mouth of Lions, quenched the 
Violence of Fire, eſcaped the edge of 
the Sword, out of . ale were made 
Strong, &c. 
And all this I might enforce with 
the Example of our Lord Jeſus, 
whoſe Diſe ciples we profeſs to be, 
and in the Imitation of whom the. 
ſubſtance. of our * Religion conſiſts, 


21 Religionis Summa eſt imitari.quem xl 
colis. Aug. de Civ. Dei. 


_ and | 


; as Witt Mg : . 4 2 A * . 
Fo Mat De "HF X 7 We , 1 . 
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66 25 . T he „ 
Serm. H. and ſhould look upon it as no fad 
HS lacious Proceeding: ta re: Duty! 
from warranted Examples. But. 
muſt confeſs I think the Practice ot 
3 good Men in this matter may - more 
|  _ properly/be us'd as, a motive to 
Prayer; and therefore I leave it 
to him whole. Province 12 belong 
| to. 8 

. 1 ſhall ja-a word or two at- 
1 x "S from the Effect, and won 
. _-(derfal. feces of Prayer. 
ue cßectudl fervent Prayer of the 
FNegbreeus MA availeth. 3 F 
i 1 might obſerve to you the mi- 
 -,: . 9 of . 2 yy au- 

=. Jol. x. 1. wer to it Sun 
If EN - 2 5 20. the Moo in N SA 

1 Aja on; yea, returne 
+; 8888 8. 2 et, by which Degrees it was g 
Jam. v. 7. yay "When Elias pray d a 
that n might not rain, it rained not u 
py, the Earth for three Years and [2 
PREY. Months ; and when he pray'd again; 
7 the Heaven gave Rain, and the Earth 
brought forth: her Fruit. In anſwer 
to the Churches Prayer, God 
Acts iv. | fretched forth his Hand +0 heal, and 
2. Sigi and Wonders were done by the 
3 or 4 bis: hely' Child Feſuss Teen 
migh 


5 Fe) 0 9 
* a : 
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to PRAYER. 


* 


purpoſe, obſerve what are the 


egular diſchar ge. of | this Du- 


umſtances are made agreeable; 
what we have is ſanctify'd, and 


ur Fears are ſcattered, and 
ur. Sorrows alleviated; our 
linds quieted, and our Hearts 


0 «> 


By Prayer we obtain Mercy and 


m dead Works, that we may ſerve 
2 che living God. In anſwer: to this, 
„Cod ſpeaks Peace to a troubled Soul, 
"7 Fquickens it when languilhing under 
„ Wpiritual decays, and ſupports it 


Temptations, By Prayer we en- 
e {creaſe our Faith, get our Love in- 
- + fam'd, our Hope fixed, and our 


ayer, and the Advantages we 
nay warrantably expect in the 


A 


ight alſo, more to my preſent Serm. II. 


WAN NI 


Hereby all our outward Cir- 


1 Tim. iv. 


mat we want is ſupply'd : 5. 


ind Grace, get our Conſciences purg'd Heb. ix. 


I+ 


ſo: when aſſaulted with dangerous 


Patience perfected; in a word, grow 
* in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our 
d! Nd and Saviour Feſus Chriſt; are 


oh jd with the Fruits of Righteouſmeſs, 


that 
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— 00 Obligations 
Serm U that” are by Chriſt Jeſus to the Prujjj 
ad Glory "if God; are made Perfelt 
| e . 8 ſtrengthned and ſettled 
IPd at preſent with the Conſolitim 
of God, which are nor ſmall; all 
prepar'd for thoſe Rivers of li 
ſures which are at God's right Han, 
and Joys for evermore. 
Jo ſay nothing of the Advantg 
our Prayers may be to others, x 
that hereby we may bring don 
Bleſſings upon a miſerable Work, 
an afflicted Church, and ſinful Land 
in whoſe behalf we may ſtand ite 
Gap, divert Judgments, and obtain 
Deliverances; hereby we may en. 
gage the Favour of God toward: 
our Relatives, Friends and Ene- 
mies, and expreſs very noble Ads 
of Charity, tho our Circumſtance 
in tlie! World are low and nar- 
row ; beſides the benefit of ou 
Example, which oy be conſide 
rable. FT 
Now to ſhew the force of this 
Argument, I need only ſay, No 
_ reaſonable Man can queſtion that 
to be a Duty which has ſo great 
a Tendency to promote our ow 
temporal, ſpiritual and eternal Wel 
fare, and that of our * 
whom 
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whom we are to love as our Selves. Serm. Il 
I purſue this matter no farther, WWW 
becauſe I would not intrench upon | 
another's: Province; and you'll find 
in a following Diſcourſe, that as 
&&ay Argument affords a Motive, 
ſo every Motive gives an Argu- 
9. And Laſtly, I might offer it 


to your Conſideration, that this, is 


* 
Fi 


to be our eternal Imployment in 


Heaven, and therefore we are ob- 
lig d not to be ſtrangers to it here. 


do not affirm, that in that bet- 


ter World, there will be any pro- 
per Petition. We ſhall then have | 
attain d, and be perfett (and I have Phil. iii. 
ſome Reaſons for which I am not 12. 
willing abſolutely to deny it.) Bat 


Jou know that Prayer in its full 


Senſe takes in Praiſing and Thankſ- 
giving, which are confeſſedly the 
work of Heaven, and which ſhould 
take up a larger part of what we 
call our Prayers, now, than many 
ſeem to be aware of. In the 


World above we ſhall not reſt Renis 


Day nor Night, crying, Holy, Holy, 
Holy; and ſhould therefore accuſ- 
tom our ſelves to it in this. 


| And 


n * , 1. 7 __ 
- Ss 4 : 
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8 The Obligations = 
1 HI. And the force of this Argument 
Ves here. The final and gomplex 

Happineſs of Man lies in the fight Wi, 
and enjoy ment of God; and the , 
Perfection of human Nature conſiſy 
In its acting towards bim in corre, 
ſpondence to this Notion of Happi- 
neſs. _ ſhall be — 17 =_ 
we can im 5 
our —— ſhall be abn. 


PR1 cxly. _ to utter the of his grea 
» 5, and fing of bis I 
— every thing has naturally: 
Canatus or Tendency towards its 


. own Perfection and Happineſs ; and 
every regular Expreſſion of that 
Iieidency muſt be a Duty. But 
I Qacknowledg this would appear 

| better as a Motive; andt re, 
That which now remains; 1s to 

put yu in mind that I have been 
All thiis while upon a practical Sub- 
ject, offering Arguments to prove 
a Duty. If I had been upon a Point 
merely Speculative, 1 could wiſh 


no more than to leave you convincd © 
df the Truth of what I have a- i 
ſerted. But I have done nothing 

to your Purpoſe, if you are not ſo 
convincd that Prayer is a Duty, 


| that you ſeriouſly reſolve to ſet up- 
of 


n the aulge t ad {'cobttant Prader s. Sern 1. 5 
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n nas! 1 e 
ed will their „„ 
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ut it is good 
near to God. 
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| 4 XH E Excellence of this dra 
e nigh te God is demo 
8 ſtrable, if it were oll 
l.rom the uſe and ſervice it appes 
TW .5o have been of to David, wit hint 
compaſs of this Pſalm. The Pr 
i ßperity of the Wieked, and the 80 
1 ferings of the Righteous, whid 
have in all Ages been the Lag 
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1 tialof the Faithand 2 Of che Serm, In 
Sainte, was the Temptation he was 


now ſtruggling with. His Fees Þ Pf. 1 1 


"$ 


mere ſb gone, his ep. had well 
apt; he mas. envious at the Foo- 
14 when he ſaw the Proſperity of the 


Wicked... 15 ſee that they were not Ver. 3. 


in Trouble like other Men, but had all ry 
that Heart could wiſh. . Behold theſe Ver. 12. 
1 the ungodly who proſper in the 

World; they encreaſe in Riches: *T was 

all Amazement! and Agony. It 

ſagger'd his Faith, and almoſt o- 
retthrew his Piety, as well as per- 

plext his Rea ſon; the words were 

almoſt upon his Lips, Verily I have 


8g clean. d my Heart in vain, and waſ(ht 


da 
emos 
E 
Pes 
1 th 
e Pr 
je 0! 
Which 
dig 
Tri 


Hands in Inuocence. But he ſtifles 
. af phemy as it roſe; If 7 ſay. 
I'vill ſpeak thus, behold I ſhould offend 
againſt the Generation of thy Children 
by condemning them as abandon'd 
by Providence, and negle&ed by . 
God, and ſo tempting them to for- 
ſake God and his ways. After this 
he endeavours to find out by Rea- 
ſon, why God dealt in this manner: 
hut when I thought to know this, tas Vet. ic. 
too painful for me; it was too my- : 
ſterious. to he accounted for that. 
"ſs too cult, to be underſtood, 

= too. 


a 4 : 1 * 5 g 
— DS #3 


| E .- te Maude 5 — 
2 Au too: hard to be born; Lo, theſe wer 
K + of hit ways, and ſo ligtle a Por. th 
ion diu he underſtand of them, that With 
he make nothing of it, wil MW 
he went to the Santtuary of Gol, T 
there he N ra their End, the fi 
they were ſet down in ſlippery Plare fo 
and caſt gown into Deſtruttion : A De. n 
-.-* .i / ſtruction much the deeper, as the MP! 
Height was greater, from which Wk 
they fell; and as the Proſperity F 
— . they: enjoy d, did both promote MW fi 
and aggravate their Ruin. There 
he ſaw the diſmal reckoning that 
was to follow their merry Enter- 
tainments, the ſubſtantial Sorroms 
into which they would awake out 
Ver. 20. of their pleaſing Dream; and the 
real Miſery into which their imag- 
nary Felicity would vaniſh — 
appear. There he ſaw, that ti 
' former Conflict, and diſtreſs of 
Ver. 21. Mind, was owing to Folly, I7norantt 
2 and a falſe Fudgment of things, by 
mere Senſe, and according to Ap- 
-pearance. By 1 With God 
in his Sanctuary, his Soul recover 


S 


its holy Acquieſcence in the A 
Will, its humble Submiſſion, - 1s 
calm Tranquillity; and [hfrer all it 
ae ſettles again upon its 
Center: 


S rn6n9 oo co coy cg 
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A : Whom have I in Heaven bus Serm 1 | 
thee and there is none 1p Earth V Bo : J 
that 1 deſire beſides thee : m Fleſh ' : 
ard my Heart would fail, under theſe ; 
Temptations ; but rthon art the RE. 
firength of my Heart, and my Portion 
fir ever: and conſequently I have 
n0 Reaſon to envy the ſhort-liv'd 
Proſperity of the wicked; for Lo, al -X 
that are afar off from thee fhal periſh. 2 
From ſuch a Reflection of Mind. D 
ſuch a Reſtoration to | himſelf b 
converſing with God in — 
ary, in the exerciſe of. Meditation 
and Prayer; this is the reſult, char 
vir Food Tor. me to dram mgh to 

Co, 8 5 — of 
This is one of the places where a : 
Good is put abſolutely ; and ſigni- 
fys a great deal more than is ex- 

Res, agreeable to. the Idiom of 

the Hebrew Tongue; as alſo where 

= Re owned a the Senſe ——— * 
the Poverty of Language, an nts 3 
an Excellence that ern the 1 
reach of the moſt ſuperlative El 
preſſion, We ſtop at the poſitive 
Degree, to Genify how incapable _ - \.- 
Ke are to come up to the dignity - <.-; 
of.the Subject, and how much there 
i in it e * that cal be ll. 
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25 76. T be Excellence. 


ae "Tis. good for me, i. e. tis the bel 
ö V thing 1 can do, the beſk, courſe | 
can take, inall the caſes of Temp. 
tation, Trouble, Expectation, cr 
Enterpr ku; to. draw. nigh to C. 
and in this ſenſe, it will afford il © 
.proper Theme for Diſcourſe on the I 
Excellence of this Duty, which 1 an ! 
to {et before you. 1 
In which, I am not ſo 1 1 0 

idfſt upon the Comparative Exce- I 

- lence of this Duty, with reſpect to MN 
others; ; all the Dutys of our Reli. 4 

: ou. have their reſpective Excel. be 
ce, and this may have ſome pe. ft 

pg to it ſelf: but of i its Excel of 

- 5 conſider'd abſolutely, and in 5 
it ſelf, what it contains in its M. 
ture that is recommending and wor- Wb" 

thy; what it affords in its Uſe that til 

is truly advantageous and beneficial, th 
whatare the noble Propertys of the er 
one, and bleſſed Fruits and Conſe- 10 
2 of the other, which recom-· 
1 d it to our. Eſteem, Value, and ſe 
3 Pro Lice. In order to this we mij ny 


I . , 5 S hg — 
2 . ; 5 
=. Op What. E 4:1 WET it. 2 it - 
=" 1 F 5 ＋ 8 e Dus 0 


> Secondly 


EK. 


YP. E K v5 


115 11 5 Fenler Fo ro. it e 


einn A 1971 
n e, Eien # bus i” e. 
God; nt with fome other Dutys... | 2 
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rd x ** Prayer i WW A natural Huis, an 10 


the unte have heen the Duty of innocent 
13 2 25 had neuer . at: We 
ne ertyes from 01 Original, 5 4 
h to corjjes' Along with our Belt. 
cel. Mis one of the Laws written iu ou 
A Nature, and legible in our Frame 
Reli. and Mate. This Thought, as it ha 
been improved to aſſert the C Obes: 
. one g no leſs ſhow the Excellenc 


ayer ſihce it appea ars hereby 


tion Rego mere pofitive Ap» 
peintment and Inſtitution, as By: 
tim, and the Lord's Supper; which, 
tho they have alſo their reſpective 
excellence and üſefulneſs, ye, 75 
f Duty,” becauſe” commanded by 
on- the word of Authority, and excet> 
and ent and uſeful, 88281 e 2 
maj yd with the word of Bleſſing, 
I bat the Prayer of a Creature to 
2 Noa is. bester be that 3 8 1a 
"+ ve Inſtitution to become 
4 80 = 


ooh Creath ion, Dependence, and Ex- 
d +, 3 1 


Set ly "What Excellency ur Serm:1 


to be a Duty chat do's not.owe. 117 


ay , 
s the immediate reſult of 


50 3 


Serm. III aA, whether God had inter. 
r 


RS 


11 eee 


s'd his Command or no. And 
ence the univerſal Sentiment of 
the moſt untaught Nature through. 
out the World, that every Aan vil 
cry. to his God, which ſhows it an 
tural Duty; 'and that muſt be E: 
cellent which belongs to our Natur, 
even in its moſt excellent State. 
2. It is inſtituted in Scripture ni 
Circumſtances of the greateſt. Diftine 
Hon, 5 0 evidence the Excellence, 
Value, and Moment of this f 
1o expreſly r eld ſo ſou 
 Unforced, Big: the I 
oh — and Argument, > 
can either imply Excellence, or in. 
fer Obligation. But theſe thing 
1 only mention, becauſe you have 
had them already enlarged upon. 
3. It is a Duty ft in 
ted to our preſent State. 
Tis ſuitable to a State of Dep 
Fence, to acknowledg the G 
our Being, the Mercys of our Nas 
tenance, and Preſervation. *Tis 
fatable to a. homage of Sin, to con- 
fei our Ioiquity, and beg the Par- 
don of our offended Lord. f 
fatable to a State of Ind#ence, to 
— * fupply. of: our wi 


—_ 


7 ul = Serosa AA rr Im. 


lee e 1 
ase. 9 it, Bog 
4. Ti. SRI $65 105 4 in- 8 
bah Character of good Men, theſe, 
excellent ones of the Earthe, ;/ +\- 

Hence the good Men took their 
Name in the Old Teſtament; Thi, P.. iv. 
is the Generation of them that ſeek o. 

m, that ſeek. thy. Face, Ob God of „ 
jacob, Selah. And- this was the Cha- = 
racer in * M's, fog All that in x Cor i. a | 
em place call upon the Name of the 
— Feſus Chriſt, heir Lord and 
And when the Lord would 
re Ananias e Saul was become 
x Chriſtian, he does it from this 
Evidence, , that he Was become a 
Man of Prayer: Go, and — ix. 
far one- called Saul of 9 ne for 11. 4 
behold he p Prayer is. the ve» 1 
of the new — 1 4 


al 


ad the Spirit of God, mberehy 16 
« — ay Faber, is the 2 of it; 
it's efſential to 


Cod has no ſti "born. — 2 — 
for if we are Sau, be hath ſent the 
Spirit of his Son into our. Hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father, The Maa ch 1 
does not pray with Sincerity, Fer- 1 
vency, and Perſeverance, cart, be | 
ans; En gs an't be a 10 
aud 'E 4 


e 
. « „ 


2 a "5 2 4 F K rr * o T2 Tix - 
ey” 2 = * 1 Ada N 8 ä N OY te) * * 28 F 0 8 1 Cs 
a „ : JE IT Lg dic. dn N 2 g { 1 9 "MF 
a * 3 . 2.4; : * 9 — : . 7 a+ - ” " A ho x "© a 
. a : kd EE Age OE 6" Ye -- , © 
7 — — 3 0 — + %.. 4 5 2 5 
. 88 i ; 8. > 
— * * * : 1 
= S * 4 — - 
9 - . ” 


The Excnlletics: "A 
15 : For if any Mam have vor th 
S Solve of Chriſt, he is none of his; 
' '  _ that Spirit, wherever it is; is 

a Spirit of Grace and Supplicatim. 

"The moſt excellent Saints in 
Scripture have this always as a part 
of their Character, that then 

- were Men of Prayer. David gave 
himſelf to Prayers; and wrote 2 ſWof 
whole Book of them: Daniel would Hp 

run the hazard of the Lyons Den, Ml 

rather than be torn. away from his 
God, and his Prayers, tho but for 
the ſpace of fifty days. The allure- 
ment of Honour and Safety, ' the 
command of the Prince, the danger 
of Death, and of ſo bitter a Death, 
the Colours and Evaſions that Feat 
and Self-ſecurity could have put up- 
on the Caſe,” would have ſpoiled the 
Devotion of any Man that was not 
ſo well acquainted with his God, 
and with the Excellence of bis 
Duty. *T would «have ſpoil'd the 
Devotion of thoſe who are not kept 
out of their Cloſets by Lyons, and || to 
Death; bur ſuffer a yauning Jadiffe- J 
rence and Sloth,. Coldneſs and Neg- - 

| ligence of God, the nnmanag'd e- a1 
rys-of Buſineſs- or Diverſion, to ll v/ 
reſtrain that Prayer 9 God, ed” * 
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all the Terrors of the — and its Serm. 1 

hungry Inhabitants could not frigh idr 1 I 

15 good Man from; nothing 5 ES” 
g ſo — to him as the „ 

— parting with God and A 

his Prayers. For to have parted „ 

with his Prayer, was to have parted _ 

with his Religion; for the Whole 

of which," this Duty is ſometime — 

n which! is the ä 
gle 5s ſometime — * the Whole © 

of 12 on, as comprehenſive of all 1 

_ Whoſoever. Jhall call upon the vi 

f the Lord ſball. be ſaved, _ 4 

With all, who in every place call on the 

Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, _ 

Where calling upon the Name of 

the: Lord „is put for the. whole of 

Religion; and the neglect of it is ; 

in gcripture, the Deſcription of the 5 

Wicked, "who call not upon the Name 

of the Lord; and of the Hypocrite,. 

whoreſtrains Prayer before the Lord, 

and will not pray al mays. 

6. *Tis 4 Duty that greatly tends 

6 the Glory of God, and of all * 

Perf ett 0n5. 4 | I 

Call upon me in the 4 of Trouble ; tn. 1. 15. 


3 


ur- nd will deliver thee,” and thou ſhalt. 
[to I glorify me: Whoſo © offereth Praiſe, _ 
ich I which is one part of Prayer, glori- 
r E. 5 e 
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WE SermullIglerificth me, Sc. And whatſoever y. 
fall ail the Father in my Name, tha 


= J un X. 71 do, that the Father may be gli 
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| _ --.. 3 3 rn. 

15% d in the Son. Tis giving to Gul 
. the Glory 9 . When 
we own him to be the Fountain of 
Being and Goodneſs: We acknoy« 
ledg his Sovereiguty, when we pre- 
tend to nothing without his Leave; 
his abſolute Power and Independence, 
ſince we pray to him and no other; 
the incxhauſtibleneſs of his Goodneſs, 

fince after all the Bounty he has been 
pouring out upon all his Worlds, for 
ſo many Ages, he is ſtill Rich unt, 
all that call upon him. We glorify his 
Onmiſcience and Omnipreſence, when , 
wee appear to believe that he is our 
| Father that ſeeth in ſecret, and when 
we plead. with him about Affairs ll 
that have their Scene in the fur- ll: 
thermoſt parts of the World: His 
Alt-fufficiency to ſatisfy all Creatures, 
without any Diminution to himſelf; 

and his Wiſdom, in our profeſt Sub- 
miſſion to his Will, and Reſignation 

to his Diſpoſal. Finally, we glori- 

fy his Truth, in our acting upon the 
Promiſes he has made to this Duty 


= Chron. Of Prayer; That if we ſeek him, he 
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at rateive ; 3 we knock TA fi ſhall le Sees 
7 1 unto us. Now a that _ 

ſ much the reſult of our Nair 

it ks. ſo much inſiſted upon by 
God, ſo fairable to our Sta 8 and 
Circarſtarices, ſo'conſtantly enters 0 
the Character of a good Man, at. 
{much to the Glory of God; 1 ay. A 
Duty ſo repreſented, can be nd ; 
mean or remote part of Religion. 


I What Excellence it dente, ; 
0 n put Re SOR 
W reſ} ſpel# to its Watupe: "ok 
With reſpett- to its Efficacy U 
fulnefs N Advantage. ORE 
. 1. Wi th reſpett to ita Nature.” 
1. It 3s an immediate Addreſs 
God, 4 direłt * 10 our Selves 1 
to him. © 5 7 | 
To God directly the Soul aſtends, 3 
in as ſtrait a Line, as *tis poſſible | 
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WY * 
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3 for Faith and Love, for Hope and 


Deſire to make: and having mount- 

ed far above this World, and pier- 

cd the Heavens, it ſtrikes higher — 
yet.; and paſſing by all the Crouds 2 
of Angels, and bleſſed Spirits, our 

fellow Worſhippers, it ſets it ſelf . 


rely i in "ny view of God, ge 
is 
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7 2 its © Ming. pays a Tolema opal 
and maintains an awful and delipht- 
' ful Converſation. We have acce/3 by 

. one Spirit unte the Father; and when 
we are with bim, truly our Felin- 

bir 1s with the Father, and with hi 

Son. Feſus Chriſt. Converſing with 

God is ſuch a notion of Prayer, that 

E | - - TR that knows God, no ſooner 
- « takes it in, but it is flbd immedi- 

8 ately with the dazling Excellenceof 


uith the ſenſe of the Obligation of 
3 - the Duty. How ſurprizing muſt 
—_ be, to ſee a mean and ordinary 
A Perſon- making his way in preſence 
_ 1 a great Army, before Generals, 
Officers, and Ca taius; who make 


Eyes upon him with ſo much the 
more wonder and ſuſpence, as they 
3 behold the King himſelf preparing 
_- to receive him with Affability and 
Grace in his Countenance, as he ap- 
Proaches the Imperial Tent: So it 
is with thoſe that proj y to God; 
for think with thy ſelf, what a great 
thing it is for thee, who art but a 
Man, in the preſence of the Angels, 
n the Cherubim and Se- 
| raphim, 
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3 


the " privitege; as it was before 


A a Lanefor his Paſlage, and fx their” 
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wo Px 4 „K ä 
uphim, and all the reſt of the Sermlt. "oY 
by Hoſt. "ſtanding by, to be LU 
permitted to approach with much 
Confidence, and to ſpeak with the 
hen king of thoſe Powers! * Jo come 
Im. ich boldneſs to the Throne of Grace to 
b bi: obtain Mercy, and find Grace; to come 
vith ven to his Seat, and order our Cauſe. : 
that Miefore him, and hill our Mouths me: : 
ner Ar, uments. 
edi- ence the Scri pture calls it, 1 
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ch Ghoſt, The Lord's Supper is to 

f deliver Chriſt over to us, ſeal our 


0 pardon, and renew our Covenant: = 
But the ap R means to draw 3 
down a Blefling even upon all theſe, "= 


and to fetch, ia all other ſupplys 
„ 


— 


Serm "2000 dever, 18 
| 9 bios our Title bale 


And tho Got had promis'd Tra 
Ezek. 


n 


The a . 1 


} 
2 : 


L _ os 
farance of it derives, 
the appointed w way. wherein it u 
come, and the _ . Which t 
muſt be obtain d. 
tho we know bis Tard faul 
Some, and his Will ſhall be done; yit 
5 they are put into. two Petitions: 


— 


in the moſt abſolute manner, fi 
Trrri. ing, The Heathen round about yn 
36, 37. Hall know that I the” Lord buildth 
ruined Places, and plant that mhich 

was deſolate, I the Lord have fy, 

and will do it; Yet thus ſaitſi il 

Tord, I will for this be 2 0 

the” Houſe of Ifrael 16 do it fo 


CY 8. Wine e ths Excellmd 
of this Duty, with reſpect to itWEffcs 
" Feine, i its rn and Ai 


TE vantage. PTS. 
Pane The "Apoſtle: FA" that the . 


Fer vent Prayer. Ul a righteous 


75 


5 Dr. Man- Man availeth much. © He does not 
ton in loc. Tay how much, becauſe he wollt 


leave you to pronounce upon Trial 
And Experienc 8 it has done won⸗ 
ders in all n all Ag An Hiftory of 


dhe e e Pr, would 10 


. ky el 
o - 8 . 


SO INI e 
hte of the Hiſtory of Pro- Serm. m 
Era of the fulfilling of 9 
riptore. - It has open'd and ſhut " 
he Heavens: Elias was a Man fub- Ch. v. 17. 
fro like Paſſions as we are, and ke? A 
e earneſtly- that it might more 
an, and it rained not on the Earth 
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ſcience in the neglect of it. 

This is a Duty that has ſo firm 
a Foundation in Nature, er 

G 5 - anc 


> 


and plain, as will vaſtly. prepon- Serm. 1 
gerate and outweigh any plauſible n 


R ” n ES 
g * x . 
8 = . : \ * 4 
# , 


5 Ser MV iid ab that: one? winl 
think nothing material or weighty 
could be objected againſt it. But 
nice God has made it part af cu 

- Work, 10: convince Gainſayers, 1 
f ur 0 ſilewte the Ignorance ef Fa. 
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topray, if there be either no Goc 
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Branch of it; and conſequently ; 
don't ſo directiy fall under our an 
* feat Conſideration, | 
But among thoſe. Who] 1 to li 
f : b 8 the Perfections and Provi- WW x 
dence. of God, i may 00. 0 
| xe, | Let all ] 
n That Prayer is a needles au p 
ſyperfiuaus Thing. i 
© 2. That/tis Bold, Daring, an a 
Preſumptuous: And... ſi 
Akt it is ain, rraiuef a an 5 

—_— :}-- Us profitable. 
bY 5 g. 1. Tis objected that it isa Na 
1  meedleſe und ſuperfluous Thing: If a 
whetherit be conſidered as an at I $ 
of Homage and Worſhip to God, 5 
G 


or 45 a means of Good to our ſelves 

and 221 Py 9078 it is aced: 
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Ran AS 16 . . 9g. - 
* 1 As an 0 of re God; be W 'M 
mY 6 — — his- A 
efſeqtial -Happige nerds not _ 
. 1 
ties; and therefote they thinx = 
them not. Theſe per- BE 
als place the whole of their Re- = 
U min Moral Vettue, in being 5 
„ kiad, and benefcent to their | 
Fellow-Crcatures, - among wham ,  * 
they live, and with — they — 
re daily Converſe. They think _ _ 
if: they, are but careful -s _ - WM 
practiſe thoſe ſocial Vertnes.which ' AB 
eier Men and Men, Gd Bs 
will. readily. free-them; from»any 
Obligation to converſe with him 
This, I fear, is the practical Lane = 
zaze of many nominal Chriſtians, 
bo they are aſham'd expreſiy to 
and argue at this rate. Now in an- * 
er to this Objection, I obſerve  -; 
and WM (1. That it. only fits the Month 
of a profeſt Deiſt, 4 Jeſt 
is a and Banter of Divine Revelation, 
ing: I and ſets aſide the Authority of tbe 
44 Sacred Scriptutes. In them We are 
Zoch I frequently ealbd to tbis Duty of 
Ives IN Zrayer, and have an aſſurance that 
ced: Cod eſteems himfelf honoured and - WB 
1945 11 hereby; ſo that while we 
AS: | maintain 


Ser m. M maintain any ae 155 
n facred-Books;' there:can-beino'tyon 
5 for this Objection. However, fh 
Argument fake, weil ſuppoſe the 
Scripture was wholly ſilent in thi 
matter; and if weonly protec jy. 
on the princi ples of Reaſon; and n. 
tural Religion, this Objectidno ui 
_— _ vr Foro in f 
For, in St 
#2.) The Were "nad: De 
| this — not ta make any A 
8 miss to God's eſſential Glory and 
ZBleſſedneſs: We:reatily own that 
de was from all Eternity perfect 
Happy in the Poſfeſton, Conteth- 
plation, and Enjoyment of his own 
veikntial Excellencies, and would 
have been ſo, tho no "Creature had 
exiſted,” or all ſhould be reduc d to 
ä their firſt nothing. In this ſenſe, 
Pf. xvi. z. he is exalted far above all Bleſſnj 
: and Praiſe, our Gooaneſs extends net 
to him. Cum 4 Man be profitable un- 


Jod xXIii. #0 God, as he that is Wiſe can be Pro- 


2, 3. 3 unto ee ? Is it fave 4 Plee 
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gain Pavan 133 
the 15 deponded on the Homage Serm:1V . 
his Creatures. Bat tho God 2 
al t be either damag d or profited a 
e of his a . 
i 50096 ee an eee | 
(3 ). he may be wiv ng. | = 
jmd in his juſt Rights by them. bs = 

ti: K 4 


there ſuch a thing as Righ 
Wrong betwixt Man and Man, and 
þthere nothing of this nature be- 
mixt God and the Creature ? 1s it 
act of Injuſtice, not to give to 
try Man his due? And is not 5 
iue from the Creature to the Crea . 
tor, who gave us our Reing anßeg | 
Well-being, and upon whom — . 5 1 
pend for the Preſervation and Con- . 9 
tinnance of both? Are nat tiis 
Rights. 2 Supreme ; - 
5 Muſt it not — thi _ - — 
tigheſt Injuſtice to deny or with- 3H 
hold em? The owning by Prayer 

our dependance upon God, and 

acknowledging his Omniſcience, . 
Omnipreſence, Benignity and All- 

ſafficiency, is certainly a part of 

that Homage we owe to him, and 

neceſlarily reſults from the Relati- 

ons he and we ſtand in to each 

other. Do's God charge the Fewiſh al. iii, 

Nation with —_— for withhold- 8. 
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== T2 2% Objections anſwered 
| Serm. IV! ing eber and Offerings, which were 
n only by paſit ive Inſt itution; 
| and will he bold them Guiltliſ 
who deny him his natural and ug. 
alienable Rights? They are - fir 
from being juſt and righteous per. 
ſons, who are unjuſt towards. God; 
for this is the worſt ſort offi. 
_ juſtice. Tho God does not ſuſtijh 
any real Hurt hereby 5 *tis- -owing 
to the infinite Perfections of his 
Nature, and not to the Nature of 
Sin; and conſequently Sinners are 
nevertheleſs Criminal upon tha 
account. 7 
(A.) Where Petfons fail 1 in thei 
1 45 : Devotion towards God, they ge- 
i nerally are and will be Defectiut 
_ - in their Duty towards their Fel. 
low Creatures. Love towards Mat. 
with all its genuine Fruits and 
Effects, ſprings from 'a Princł 
ple of Love and Devotion to- 
wards God: Such as have left off 
all Regards towards ,God, are de- 
ſtitute of a ſtable permanent Prin- 
_ ciple, and fo will be very waver- 
ing and inconſtant in their Duty: 
to Man: Unleſs we keep Conſcience! 
void of Offence towards God, we 


ſhall not long do ſo toward. Man 
Not with. 
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— Pk KA YER. 
qotwithſtanding; 
aſt-ofgand- high Pretences to & 
oral Juſtice and Monety am 
int to chink, upon the ſtricteſt Ob- 
ration wand Enquiry ; * will de 
bund, chat they beſt fill up ever 
Relation towards their Fellow 
features,” who are moſt conftant 
wl+confcienti®:5." in reer. Con- 
daes wir God. e 
Beſides, where muſt Perſons have 
telp-and Ability to exerciſe ſocial 
mw and diſcharge relative Du- 
e but at the Throne o/ Grace? Don't 
Fe all need the Divine Influence and 
\ſiſtance'{s not Prayer the Natural 
ud Inſtitured Means for deriving 

nd drawing it down? So: that's 

bbje&t the One as an Excuſe for — 
| IG gle@of the Other, is as abſurd, 
u to oppoſe the End and Means 
Ir to plead the End as a Reafon 
ainſt uſing the neceſſary Means 
0 obtaining it. In a word; Fhere 
re two Tables of the Moral LA, 
und they are far from claſhing, 
r inter fering with, or rendring 
ach other uſeleſs. As the high- 
t Pretences of Piety to God, Will 
ot excuſe Men in the Violation of 
pd Rules: of common Juſtice + ſo 
neither 


theſe Mens proud wm 


| 1 | beg ions . ered, 
Serm. V neither will the ſtricteſt Juſticeity 
Man, be an Excuſe for our Inder: 
tion towards God 1 . 
ſays i in. another Valey Theſe Th | 
ve aight to hæur dome; ald un dal 
left: be One nntlones:: e64O1 25 Oh 
2. Let's alſo conſider Prayer, a1 
a Meant of Good to our Ge 
and others; and ſo tis objected, 
that it is Needleſs and Superfluons,; 
1, + Becauſe of God's / infinite 
mn, Knowleds , and Goodugbi 
Say they, God knows us more 
thoroughly: | than we know our 
ſelves What our Sins and Proro- 
_cations have been; what our pre- 
ſent Wants and Neceſſities are; W: 
what Mercies he has already be- 
ſtow'id upon us: Why therefore 
ſhould we. harangue him with 3 
tedious Rehearſal of what he ſo 
fully knows, as if we could add to 
his Information and Knowledg! 
Beſides, he is infinite in Wiſdom 
and Prudence, he knows. what-is 
fitteſt and beſt for us, and moſt 
becoming his o. Perfections to 
do: Why ſhould we take upon u- 
to direct and preſcribe to God, 2 
if we were wiſer than he? For- 
__ his Mercy. and. Goodneks are 
Immenſe 


— * 8h 


HR Pray ad 139 
nd Boundleſs; he needs Serm. 8 
ut rt moving Repreſentations, w/ NOS 


100 J ended and ketten ions, to en- 


ine and make him willing: It's 
he ſhould be more kind 
U gracious: than he is by Nature. 
Anſwer to this I alſo obſerve, 
%) That this Part of the Ob- 
mon proceeds as the Former, 
yon anche Notions; of the De- 
ol Prayer. We readily ackgow- 
"n the Truth of all that is aſ- 
ted in the ObjeAion , concert» 
ber- Nature and Perfections of 
de He is not only Omnipreſent, 
t Omniſcient, every where Pre- 
| bat as a Wiſe and Iatelli; gent Sp i- 
tit; be knows our Tho 5 afar off, 


Mis: flaming; Eye 5 into the 


ſeret REcefles of our Souts. 
Things are naled anil open tothe Eyer 
of him with whom me have: to de. 
lit ir ancellemt in Counſel, and mon- 
derfull iu Working”, does all Things 
alording to the Connſel of his o 
Mal. He is he Lord, Gracious ant 
Merci ful, Ber ſuffering; CC, The 
heſiga of Prayer is not to inform 
lit Bleſſed God, or to make him 
nore Compaſſionate than he is in 
in omn Nature. But, A 
ILL, | | (20 it 


8 Objei ions un 
Serm. Iv (20) It is very fit and neceſſiry 
WYVN that we ſhould: be ſenſible of © 

own State and Condition; 55 

our Wants and Neceſſities are 

What our Mercies and Sins hay 
been; and that we ſome way fe 
= preſet: the Knowledg and Senf 
: we have of theſe Things. Fot 
withſtanding God's s Rnowledg an 
Goodneſs, +: we are ignorant aut 
regardleſs of, or una ffected mitt 
our own Caſe, it may be unbeco 
ming the Perfections of his Nature 
and the Honour of his Government 
to relieve and help us. Goodne 
indeed is eſſential to the Diving 
Nature, and as it's a Perfection it 
6 God, tis Infinite; but then its ex 
erciſes towards. us. his a nee 
are entirely Voluntary nd Free 
and are under the Regulation and 
Conduct of his other Perfection 
Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs and Holi 
2. 
J la Humane Goveraments, 
Prince may know the Need that 
Criminals ſtand in of Pardon, and 
the particular Favours his indigent 
Subjects are deſirous of, and ht 
may be ſufficiently inclin'd t 
vouchſafe them; yet he may io 


eceſſar 


of oi is of their "Humiliation. and 

3 Wh egentance, "Ac humble Applica- 

5 ui pos from both. Without infiſt- - 
4% 


pg upon this, he would leſſen the 
randeur and Honour of his Go- 
ment, and expoſe his Favours 
corn and contempt. That Man 
o thinks it a needleſs and ſu- 
erffuous thing, to ſue. for a Par- 
oo, and to receive it upon his 
ended Knee, juſtly deſerves to ga 
* it. Tho God be ever 1 

bood, he may chuſe and appoint 

Ie Way i in which he will beſtow. 
te Effects of his Bounty; and we 
re bound readily and thankfully 
o comply with it: And if it be 
uch a one as is moſt. honourable 
3 himſelf, and beneficial to us 3. 
ts .o far from leſſening , that it 
d new Inſtance of his Goodneſs. 
he Deſign of Prayer, is to move 
$24 nd affect our own Souls, to work 
170 s up to a Frame and Temper fit 
tha TAY the Mercies we pray 


way. re 
1. Seal 

Fot 
dg and 
ant anc 
d with 
unbeco 
Nature 
nment 
dodne 
Divine 
tion it 
its ex 
atures 
| Free 
'n an 
Aons 
Holi 


' Yor; by this means we acquire 
1 7 wok f Diſpoſition” zd 'Qualificati- 


ons, without which it © would" be 
udecoming the wiſe and holy Gu 
to wa em. K od yet. be, ob- 


\ expe 7 4 the one cxedidle Serm,1V. 
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Objeckiers 4 wered 

- SermdV-- 245, That itb enough. for ts 

&©YV. preſerve and maintain à good 10 

din Nmpen, co have the Hee 
fult of good Deſires, as we n 

up and down ia the World e x 
+ _ there is no Iceſſity-of off 

em up to God, becauſe they 

always under his Eye and Cori 

Lance. But this is eaſily anſivere. 

For tis ſcarce ſuppoſable, "tha 

there ee be ſuch "Deſires, an 

the Soul not put upon Devou 

5 and Golde Aﬀpitati 

ons towards God; which is ont 

kind of Prayer. Where theſe are 

-fervent' and warm, they will 'no 

Aways be confiu'd and pent by 

within our Breaſts, but fomerime, 

unavoidably break forth; for ous 

the Abundance of © the ' Heart il 

Mouth ſpealeth. They that pleat 

ttheſe Def ires, as an excuſe for the 

8 of ſtated and ſolemn Pray 

I fear deal hypocritically with 

God and Man, (tho the Thoughts 

of the Heart fill not under Hy 

mane Cogniſincez for 9 Man 

knows. the Things of. a Man, ſave th 

5p irit of Man that is in him) yet 

ſe Per ſons would but-1mpartial- 

iy examine the Workings of their 

1] 4 ont 
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x 801 vio fic 
ter Strangers to thoſe Deſires, 

M they would be thonght to be. 

fevers 8 ei 'thar } hare. 4 


hs the way. td" herihh: and 

ep them alive, without it they 
would quickly 'languifh and die -a- 
Way.” Till rhey arè offered to God, 
bey are not proper Prayers, tho | 
wr? Hearts are erer 1 Kail of 
qires ind iafiſts upon, 4 "the ne- 
eſiiry+ Means and Co oof. 
dtatning' Mercy, and which muſt 
bntetimes be perform'd. in ſuch a 
panner; that our Fellow Creatures 
kei Witneſſes, God may be ho- 
d and pe in the Eyes 
if the Wor It-may further de N 
ajefted; *_ z, 7 
34 ly, That it; is the Office of 
ghts a 10 imercede for us, to repre : 
Hb. ut our Wants and Neceſſities be- 
In God, and to plead for Merey 
«our. behalf. Would you have us 
Take his Work out of his Hands? 
Ot, is there need that it ſhould 
their ie t done both n auc s 
owl This 


een lee Seem. N 


ee, 


EI his is properly, Cant, And; th 


Revel. Scripture, megkions... his Oferin 
VIII. 3. Par. ee of the ee f 
f .bis Work, as gur Advocate ir 
2 . This is Aſo urg'd as.a 
Heb. iv. Encouragement. to Prayer, Seeing 
14. 16. w 4459-4 Prieſt. that i 


40 likewiſe render. the Spirit's, Is 


encourage it, and make way for.it 


| \ 34 4 a 
” 900 . EI Fg 


a ear 4 e 4 Chriſt. of it (ax 


Spirit for their Aſſiſtance, and up- 
on Chriſt's Merits and Iaterceſſo 


00 ian ana 


Anſwer. „to it. is very Obpiom 
The Deſign of Chriſt's Interceſſog 
is. not- 76 a ee ele Prayer, but u 


Audience and Acceptance. Ihe 


"Ms Gre ice, "They ro 
of Neceſſitꝝ of Prove 


ſome erroneous Perſons have loy'd 
to ſpeak) inſtead of magnifying, 
miniſh his. Office as Interceſſar, an 


rerceſſion in Saints on Earth whotly 
ſuperfluous. They certainly molt 
honour the, Son and the Spirit, Fl 
who offer up their humble Prayers 
to God, in dependance upon the 


2 - n= — . 


for their Acceptance. 1 
Thus I have confi der'd tho 
Objections, that repreſent this Pu- 
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" h e lb ft Serin. 
Vion 15 0 as 1 ing. 1 WHALES . 


ede e 2 nie egen Tbst it is 
Jut ae and preſumptuoss 
or it Ee ber guilty and polluted 


Te eatures, co ſpeak er dhe Majeſty 
* ae and ae the the God 
ate i 
as. al 


a, This: "Objection 4 . ch 
mat» Defficulty in it, if we were 
ture of a Divine Revelation; 
chat natural Light, which Git. 

ers Prayer to be a Duty, does 
5 . a eee. I» 
we pray tog is a 5 
one. Eng if we are ever {b 
adh ürele acquaint with our _—_ 
Ins * can't but ſee and acknowledy 
wow n-Guilt and Impiety, tha 
have forfeited the Bleſlag we 
| nay for, and deſerved" the Jadg- 
Weats we humbly deprecate. Rea- 
in it ſelf will tell us, That mere 
Payer can be no Satisfaction to 
du dane juſt ice, or a valuable Con- 
Peration for the Mercies we want. 
A this Oaſe, we muſt neceſſarily 
i in great Darkneſs, ;" Perplexity 
H ail 


Serm. N A 4 LIncertaintys, did got the 
Apel Revelation  ſeaſonably.\ xe] en 
as, and with the, Light, theres 
_ - e\cafter our, - Soak, and Darkgek 
Ahe Good: Jof. the. Divine, 
tyre, re 5 


| Fi Uy, . £2374 * 2 aww 
1 5 They that U wwe Wa a Go 
del Hiſpenſation, need not be. at ; 
Loss eee they ſhall come he 
Jore the Lord, and bow. themſelves; be 

Fare the moſt high God., Since, he hu 
Rom. iii. et forth Chriſt 4 Propitiation. f 

26. 1 he declares his Righteouſneſs, fa 

the. Forgiveneſs, of Sins, that he might 

be. jut, and the Fuſtifier, of bim tu 

Heb. x. believes in Feſus. We 477 bold 1 

19. to enter into the Holieſt, the 4 

of Tem, Tho God cg 
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1 27 Man l. he'lo even ts ifai levi 

iii that 55 Leon and of 4 gent 
9 i” terembleth-at his Mord. 
are better 1 ban dur 


Gilt is dong Wen bor the as 

mer is well pleas'd, whom he her 
yr, and in him we may be heard 
rag ed. : Tho! neither the Fer- 


| 5 5 2 — an 4 the 1 Cor. vi. 
Name of the Lord Feſus, ie and by the 
hirn of” our-God. 'He helps thein In- Rom. viii; ] 
iner, and makes Interceſſin r 26. | 
tes." don't ſee how it is unbeco= _ ; 
- ming either: the. Majeſty or Holinels _ 
od, to accept of. Prayers thus 2 
WJ mimated, iufluencd, and recom- 
7 nended by the Son and the S irit- | 
5 K would be Boldneſs and Pre- „ 
Amptiona in Us to ruſh into te 
| Diyine Preſence uncall'd, or to ex- -m 
a Ant our Prayers ſhould have 
meritorious: Influence upon the 
00 . HA 2 Bleſſings 


* 2 


LS 4 


* 1 
% 
G bot l 6 ; a . 5 
* { RS . * 8 + * I IJ % 
WS: 1 > 
* N : * 3 f 2 1 . 
4 : Y - "IE, & * * $8 KY 
4 8 5 * 3 1 uf L 
8 8 * WS, "4 Ti 
— * pe , 
£ 
. wo 2# « - 
: - < * 2 5 4 WY, I 
* "i 5 ” h — 7 * 
4 N , - f 2 F. * ” 4 hy py - 
7 - —— 
* * 4 
* a 1 
- © IG 2 
5 7 2 


4 Wi. * 
„4 . igll . — — their own AG 
1 But what boldneßß jgut 
Ae gracious:Invita to 
odey . 
come at Gdd's Call ?* Provided ue 
8 ater om ge Aw 
Ah onthe Mercy and Truth 
f God in Jeſus Crit: Gad in 
ir Matter eus great, Cond 
ecbſion, and fe- he mmiſt do in dll 
ehen Services he accepts from 
of his Creatures. There is no Cm. 
Pariſon betwirt God and the Cr. 
tue: ht. bundle bin/thf 1 hebal 
OO TW ier dim in Haven" by uk 
__ ' *mofFtightand Ramitng Cherubim 
_ "f\#'Serapbinis theres hut the lo: 
2 -er Maj ſy oops in Acts of Gn 


Gor „ the 
And Rlerioas it appears vo be. We 
þ then to diſcard all ſuch Ap 
ehenſions of God's Majeſty an 
olineſs; as may make us cithe 
ee To; or diſeourage us an 
the Duty of Prayer; and onl er 
tertain thoſe, Which naturally en 
to make ty ſerious and _— 
*Fomble*nnd- thankful, or ey 

Idle of dur Need of Chriſt 8. Medi 
atio 
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onde n God has 

on RS RTE 
a agnethten 1x t natirsb Ca 
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in of what: b be 2 
Fan e e 85 . 
uſes, ard, aud miraculouſly; fil 
10-4 — Pate in Aaftwar 
the — * ale 
ARS. £ ed, That all nas 3 
bs) have not an Aptitude _— 
— produce hike Ef. 1 

des, but de diſſer according c 
heir different Natures; for God, 
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diſſe wut me wn 

0 20 this calls for 
"axrithankful.. Ack nowledgtnents of 
_ his ef — one Bradeh 
= "a" this/-Doty;"confider'd in itz 
r enden. — 
I . ie che Ui of natural Means; f 
1 God ordinarily works in, and 
7 . wich eme and not without em 
5: negle&- theſe, and ſubſtitute 
Prayers in their Room, would be 
of him Nor muſt we e · 

— God ſhould work reif 
rucdes in Anſwer to our _= 


- 4. he has 1. 
4 — 


we live not in any ick 
: 284 neithet have we any Promi- 
ſes that will- warrant ſuch an Ex« 
mas Rat notwithſtanding all 
Heſs Conceſſions „ Prayer is very 
k — — For; 4 
318 ER We — — Di- 
1 . and Aſſiſtance, in the Choice 
8 and Uſe of ſuitablevandyy oper 
Means. In many Caſe 
much in the dark, and 
what to do True Wiſdom of e- 
8 very ſort, comes from God, and i 
X to be ſoughr and obtaig d by Prq. 
* i. $1 ene I OO EA ITY 
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ens „ by schick be 
Gals differently with difrent's Sorte 
rain; is attributed ta Goc ase F 
Sift; hom much more need do 
Ijficians/and others ſtand in, of 
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pleniſſ'd with ft matter to bear 
ried to God, qtherwiſe he will nt 
have what to ſay z and we muſt nc 

ſtand like Fools in his - preſence 

Secondly, he muſt take care to ſto 

his — with ſuch a Variety an 
Copiouſneſs of Expreſſion, as ſha 

_ .. Fender him capable of chuſing wt 
he has to deliver, in becoming 


| acceptable words; 5 that ſo his Spee = 

may not be crude, uncouth, hows . I 

ly, or unſutable to ſo great a M Kron 

Hofea jeſty. Tale with you words, a * 


* * turn unto the Lord; e bim, Td 
away all Iniquity, antl receive us gr 


7 viouſly, &c. And laſtly, he th 
_ would excel in this Gift, mult b. 
a ven 


5 ods c 
9 r Xx» oh 
7 EEE, 2.5 
— 
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o . <a 
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. Git of Pioitinn,- 0” 8 
ay careful to diſpoſe what he ex- Sem, 
"eſe in the moſt: natural and eaſy WLSs - 
ethod he can, that hereby he may 
mid Confuſion, Impertinency an 
uin Repetitions; 3 and may order- 
y paſs from one thing to another 
an eaſy Tranſition, Which will 
we a wonderful Grace and Beauty 
pthe whole. You cannot be un- 
mrehenſive:- how- eſſential” #beſe _ 
are to: the buſineſs of Prayer, 
atbow great a defect there muſt 
ein our Performances, where bur 
. of theſe is wanting. 1 
direct you in each of chem ac . 
Oran; Kto their Order. And, of . 
($1. That you" have Sour Gods LIVE 
ford with fir matter.” In order 
freto, labour after the cleareſt. 
kid fulleſt Knowledg you can of 
and your Selves. Where this 
diligently obſerv'd, it is impoſſi- 
for Men to be barren of mat- 
.. ** 16002 Bus l 
BY "I after hs vlear pe} full 
warde of God a you are capa- 
13 beg a Fen 
we we for our T hts, when 
ſet Him before as! WhO by TY A 
* oan find ont God, who e | 
| vu ht 43 to Porfettion oa 
TS *-- Alas, 


ee Alas, bed; Bite 11 Portion to E 
know of him? But it is not neceſ, 
ſary, that we know God perfectly: 
That will be ampoſũble for i 
and Angels to Eternity. 1 
nough that we know him accor, 
Fo ding to our Meaſure, And thus fe e 
Axii. 21. . e your ſcluus wi 
Js 1-2 HT 
Study yr Wiens . Perſidim 
your Minds in your: Con 
epic of Zim, as the Supreme 
Kter nal, and infiniteiy Perfect Be 
ing; as the — Omni 
ſcient and incomprehenſibly glori 
Pf. xi. 4. Ons Majeſty e Throne is in He 
| exlviii.13. ven; whos Name alone it . exce) 
lem, whoſe es 1 ee the Ep 
aud Heaven. 
Study ham i bie Relations, tb 
only as the Maker of all Things 
and the Ke Farent of Nh 
Beings ; but as your gracious: Re 
deemer, and reconciled God it 
Chriſt, That when he ſhall jim 
Gal. IV. 8. forih the Spirit of bes 3 into 
727 l you 1 mg ba, Fat 
e Study him, laſtly, — — 
Efe 197% % Goverment, For bis Kingdi = 
ruleth over all, Conſider this as'© 
'ercisd ache; eme ki 


Providence 
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nr, in the Kingdom of bis Serm V. 
Orr, and in that of his Glory WWW. 

Tue Contemplation of the to 
hitter of theſe, will afford abun- 
ant matter for vocation and Ado 
nen; for Humiliation and Sf. 
aſemontr; and for exciting in you 
x lively arte fedfaſt Confidence ; by 
al which you are to make Jour 

emrance into Prayer. The 
Gatderation of the Jaſt Particu- 
E win ſuggeſt to you all thoſe 
Things; which are proper per to wake 
— — of your Potittons to Ce; 
for ee! of his Name, the ? 
oning of his Kingdoms and the ex- 
cution of his Wil? The concerfis* 
of which ought: 0 make the die- 
aff: Impreſſions on your Hearts, and 
Berefore ſhould — chief Plate” 
jour Requeſts. - Thus - you ſee - 
Mat- would help you in a thoſe 
Faings that have a more imme- 
ed. And as for 

033 Lab No» nde uſt Ain þ 
ad throw Knowledg of your Selves-- 
and did Men but allow themſelves - 

ol any reaſonable: time to ſurvey the 
Fame of their Hearts, the Actions 


Eckeit Lives, the Poſture of their 
* K 4. Gr” 


dealings of 
— Tones and he oF 
FUR ac 8 they could never 
be at a loſs for Fomethiog | to carry 
to him in this Duty, Study then 
your Selves. Num e net your. ohn 
Selves ? It is for want of this that 
People are ſo unskilful in Prayer: 
and to be deßcient herein, is a 
ach which à Man, brings up- 
If. It is an Argument 
Sy Sloth; 

thinks 


of their 1 0 0 com- 
plain they cannot prays. becauſe 
when they come before God, they. 
KOO af not Wat to ſay. to him. 
Ol mogeſty and for ſhame Sirs, pro- 
fels. not fe n Ignoramce of your 
ſelves, Can you be ſoſ critical in your 
Ohſervations upon others, and yet 
be utter Strangers to what is near - 
_ eſt. to you? 1 beſeech yon cultivatt 
a better Acquaintance. To do this 
I nerd only recommend thele no er 
ings to er. bh vr * AN Or! 
The ene, that you . From have 
your Lives as. diſtin and particu»: Har 
lar an account as you can of-your. t 
Sins, your Gorruptions, your Wants, d 

=7i) i ©. your La 


lag) written down under their 
ds to have/recourſe to 


proper Tea 


of as ſhall be needful. 


And were this once done; I am 
rrfuadet® there is none of you but 


1 have matter enough to em- 


von in all the chief branches 


1 e ne whether Conſaſſio jon, 125 


giving. F 


ny how can 2 of ſuch a de- 


red Nature as you will find yours 
too with 


be, 4. Nature load 
the Guitt | .of Are Sins, 


wut at any time ina W ne * 
ons? Ww 
at Creatures 45 need ſo much 


goſt humble 


179855 have ſo many wants both 
y and Soul to be ſupply'd, 


id are exposd to ſo many af. 


lions and Sufferings, want mat- 


ter for the moſt fervent Peritions 2 


ho 


Or how can you, my Brethren, = 
= + 


have and do continue to _recet 


ny, 2 Favours, af _ | 
ring. Mercys, want mat | 
de loftieſt 2 nd 1 hd 


Praiſes, a 


Ks Thanlkſ- 
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ANA Soft tle. 
11 0 who und tsch Hh 
and has. his memory well. furniſh 
with the Scriptures,. can never, be 
52 at a 2 in the practice of 
er, either for Want of Matter 
er ſuitable Expreſſivn. He whi j 
Je in the, Language of C4 
ven, Will know how. 1975 Honverſt 
With God at any time. "This mill 
xu. 1. make his Tongue as the Pen of 41 rea- 
Ky Writer... E. and Ke atter, 
bn. Senſe, and Expreſ- 
Luke ur 7 the abundance of the 
35 3 the Mouth will f 1 Thorp 

f dre as the Apoſtle fays to the Co 
Col. iii. loſſi⸗ ans, Let the id of Chrift A 
6. in you: richly in all Wiſdom. 1 
Tbat it may dwell in you, you 
wol be much in reading the Word: 
Lou miſt likewiſe take care to lay 
what you read in your Memory: 
What _ have. . laid e 
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e. Leib eee R „ DON, 
04 often review ,- left "at any Sore. . N "A 
tine #3 - ſlip ont of your Mind. And q 7 
oo Ie 2 N rs, 3 


laying - yer ., which. one, 
would NN ee "hh one: | 


= the weakeſt - Morena how: 
noch would it conduce in. a little. 


ling to the AT what I am 


ISA gain, That the Ward 1 may. © G 
61 You os alt der; labour. - 
to get a. right: Underſtanding of 
e: two Things; (via.) The 
Smſe , and the Uſe of the holy. 
Wiptnres. The Senſe. of them, 
for otherwiſe you. all never 3 Bi 2 
Word. without Knowleds. » T 5 -\. 
He of them; for then only der = 
4 1 5 of Chriſt dwell in you: . - Mi 
2 dem, When you know Dr r 
20 it to the Eads and Pur- 4 
in Revelation, Tho * 
we capable of praying with 
Words, of. Scripture, . yet if f 5 
did not pray wich the Senſe of 
thoſe Words, you would gige to 4 
Ged no other than the Seer fle ef 1 
Fools. 1 | 1 A 
' You ſhould conſider then iwhat- 


Paloges of- W are moß Po- 


2 1 Per 


eee 
erpalule! theſe: 
5, Eldeavany? 
em, sade 


produce 210 ererſe 28 : 
skilfual Krtiſts, J WI | > hang hee 

laſtruments der. 
ſtand the ſeveral 9 of eve“ 

e, and can readily take them! 
off and day them down as there ig 
eben "To make th en vew 

o Jou ve yon 

15 8 We thould ob 

rve the ene 

c What Paß of Scripturs- 

are bt te begin N 

ach for inftxnce is, What our Lord 


 faught his Diſciples; When ye pra dn 


Lake xi. fy Our Father whith art in Ha- 
2. en Or others of the like Import; 
Pfal. Ixv. iy 19 thou that heareft my unto 
2 thee "ſhall all Fleſh cum. © Lord 


2 Kings (og of Ifracl, which ee e 


= 15s the- Cherabims\, thou art the Goll, e- 

ven thou alone, of all the -Kingdomi' 

of the Earth chen haft made Fla 

Den and Earth: Lord, bow dommn thint 

Pfal. Ixxx Ear and hear. Give ear Q Sheph a 

— TE Iſratl, thou that leadeft- 
: mer a Flock, tho that wen 
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8 Acts xxi. 0 bed with Foul counenien 
14. ide Us 7 re 
Prov. xxx 5 
„Kc. ken © | $f 
Hide . * . 
5 of i Fr. es Jo py (i 
9. Gods 4 ing 
2 en * 
Ixxxi. 12. ; neither Live 


156 up, to on < own | Hearts Lust t 
Tit. ii. walk in pur ewn.Cow!ſels, . 


14. t redeem ws. from | Iniquiy C 
- Va deliver us from 1h 45 — 2 {its 17) 

2im. iy Fem eve ung 82 an 8 N. 
1. y evil, 


5 Cor. i iy, [Finally by 5 — 1 + 57 Power 
10. _* through Faith unto. ae 5 bs 
| T Pete i. reſerve; us from fallin 


: da, en ' faultleſs 7. 


Haan the 12 n 


; fe . . un. Gly, wich. eee 0 
4 7 % 1 +0 4 ew 2% Te , | 7 
% And  laſfly 17-0 | 


hllages are fit for 

kgs ar your Prayers: : Hein, and, are, . 
Tharks be unto G for bis, unſpeaka- 2 Cor. ix. 
te Hp Bleſſed be the Lord who 15. 


* 15 all. Thi r to en 1 Tim. 
bord d beth 4 fd mov. 17˙ 


lis; SELVants... We: love. mY Lord; Pſal.cxvi- 
heauſe, he bath. heard. our Foie, und 7 and v.. 
ur. Supplications. Becauſe-. he bub 2. 
asd his Ear ante ut, me will cail 

* go him at long A we live, c. 

| whey Fate the Ang eternal, Am. 1 Tim i i. 


Thon art worthy , Os Lord, to Rev. i ir. 
nerve Glory and Honour and Powe 11. c 
ale For thine is the Kingdom, and Matt. vi. 
101 . and the ou, for eve. mT} 
i EN Ca, i n 

s a rief and imperfect 

which I. have given yon; 
Het 1 might challenge all the wiſe. 
ad. learned Men in the: World, 


. They who would ſee more of His, may = 
Withe Into their ' Hands the Books that "deft n- 
) treat of ' this Matter; ſucb as Biſpop Wil- 
wins, and the Reverend Mr, Henry's: Book 


a ks *. . " 


Swe moſk famous. Dates that 2. 

ver were, to invent , Expreſſions 
5 #3: —_ ee a prefer "ee 
= Hy, und fuß deliver our face 


1 


1 2: —_ Roa theſe Inftiges ;) you 
os may fee-the Uſe you ſhould make 
of the holy Seriptyres, in the By: 

. | fineſs before us 3; and. u cannot 


. 3 1 i 5 bur apprehend of what excecding 
= 7 Service they muſt be in fipplying 
1 with Prager” Furniture for 
| ayers Tt bas been wonderful 
- ſometimes to:6bferve, how by this Mink 
r help, dome Men, and theſe too off fe! 
bs, vw mean Abilities in other Re- 
have manag d their Addreſ. uur 
fes te God. Their Knowledg off 
__ 1 the Scriptures hath afforded theme 
4 - > fach Plenty of Matter, ſuch a Va- 
IJ riety ande Fertigenee of Expreſ⸗ 
1 ſion, ſuch moving Pleas, and for- n 
cible Arguments as 1 may ven: 
ture to fay, neo other Kind of 0- 
| B unto it. 
This —— mi = be ſufficient tu vel 
dying, and Trea- We 
fins a0, up. ok Scriptures. ,. And get 
yet I muſt crave leave to add, iy li 
_ afarther Inducement, that there 


are no Words or Arguments, ve 
cal 


— 


A 
— 


"th Gife #1 Pains, R. 


le God, and {ſo "likely to Pre- „ 
wil with him; as thoſe that: are; 
, = n — 3 * 
that t 5 bel: 
Wert ply diy are per 
able to bis Will. And as Matt. xi. 
ren is f to 4 Kingdom? 2: 
lat ſulfereth Violence; ſo it is by: 
tieſe- that the | Violent tate it by 
e "Theſe are à Sort en 
ws fetch d ont of C BOW 
or * and by which 2 
linklf-to--be- overcome: 1 
Jefides, dy: uſing: as Dear 63 we 
n the Words of -Scripture, the- 
- Sort will be Tepf from 
lf vulgar Expreſſans and home 
n which threugh the 
— — do ſometimes 
* w july offend ; and the mere In- 
m thoſe Luxuriances of 
Vitand faſhionable Phraſes, vrhich 
© well ſoever they may 2 | 
other Performances} are Hot for 
Well! ſuited to a Prayer: in which 
* we ſhould: take care to have 
Pothing to offend; ſo. to bare d. 


little to pleaſe or r E 

theft tral and Uſe 

f'Speach e That. is, ie ſnhonid ex. 
muy * 5 
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; — d 55) 
m:V, 7.preſs our ſelves in Words eng are 
proper and ſignificant ,- without 
modiſo Ornamente, and turns of 
Wir; leſt thoſe "ho join with 
us, be more taken with:the Man- 


* 2% Senſe and Matter which mould 
5 8 and occupy our Fears 
| ; ; 
. go Aferhod. This is: of gut 
i nmr 2 in the Matter beforeas; 
this, as I have already Ha- 
. "our Prayers will de on, 
Wins tumultuary, and full of vain Rope: 
ee titions: “ Whereas a fitting: Me- 
% thod will teach us how to giide 
and regulate our Thoughts, that 
«they may be delivered, in tbeit 
4 true Place and proper 'Orde 
60 without unſeemly buddling, am | 
s impertinent Digreſſions. You 
may imagine it ſomewhat difficult 
for me in fo: narrow a: Compaſs, 
to ſpeak: diſtinctiy and fully to e. 
vp Head I am oblig d to — 
3 tho this of Aferhod is of: ſuck 
oncern, that I. muſt ſay ome 
: ts it „ but with what. B 
2 1 can. EIN 215 =) 
L take it in this Gase, 1that e 
N Man is left. much to bis om 
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2 a en r 
tiberty, to uſe that Method which Sem. 
u him ſeems moſt natural and ea. 
J and to alter and vary it as he» 
hinks may beſt ſuit the particu- 
ur Concerns he is to negotiate | 
with God: Yet what is ſpoken” 
der this Head by the Learned | 
Dr. Wilkins, is ſo juſt and a „ 
le, that L fhall make no cruple _ 
re to tranſcribe it. Tho there 
F nay be ſeveral Kinds of Method, 
yet (ſays he) that is to be e- 
« fteemed the Beſt, wherein theſe 
Rules are moſt cloſely-obſery'd 9 
le. I Namely, 1. That it be compre- 
deW*henfive', and take in all the 
at Parts of Prayer; 2. That Ge- ; 
©nerals be mentioned firſt, and 
« Particulars after. . And, 3. That —_—— 
things of the ſame Kind and Na- . 
ture be pat together; and this „ 
4 ſfiduld be obſerv d in all the Parts: _— 
of Prayer, * * 
And now to give an Example . eee 
o this: What laſtance can I pro- 2 
duce ſo proper, as the Pr 1 
which-our<Lord. did here. teach his- 
Diſciples ? Which as it is-granted- 
to be the | moſt perfect Directory 
er the Matter of it, may with 
7 2 3 alſo San allow * — 


a 


-” 
* 


— 


”;- a: dire K 
:: "Serm.Vebe the 580 perfect for the Merl 
too. In Imitation: then of this, 
After we have made our hk | 
| . to God, by May of Com- 
pellation or invocation, in ſuch Ex- 
A 7 — 4 as teſtify the Senſe we 
11 fave of his great Majeſty, our own 
L Diſtance and Unworthineſs, and 
6 8 5 yet the Relation we bear unto him 
1 as bis:Creatures and Children, with 
the Confidence we have in his in- 
finite Goodneſs; ſaying, OUR PA- 
THER WHICH ART IN HEA- 
VEN: After this, we may order 
all the Thoughts we would. expreſs: 
to God in Prayer, - under theſe two! 
Geigieral Heads, 1228 14 10 8 141 
= Such as reſpe& God him ſelf 
- Secondly, Such as concern Us. 
E WE Such. «5 refpett' Gd himſelf. 
| And now as God is his own End, 
= and his Glory is the End of alf his 
N Purpoſes, Actions and Dealings to- 
| Rom. xi. wards: his hrs a es 0 for of him, 
36. _— im, and to him are al 
py things) ſo this is what we ſhould bn | 
have uppermoſt. on our Hearts, Ihe . 
and in ſubordination to which, all Nine 
our othet Requeſts Theuld be regu - niff 
lated; Therefore it - is very 


/ 


per, unt in the firſt Pace m6 N. 


ile Gift PRAT ER. 
pray 


vying, THY. NAME BE HAI 
LOWED: Tt 7 

But as God's Name ne be 
þ owed where his Kingdom and 
le hath no place; | therefore 
le ner Thing we ſhould 'pray is, 
thic God would remove both in 
and in all others, whatever does 
fer to pbſtraQ and oppoſe" it: 
That to this End, he would ſub- 


due the Power of his Enemies, and 
of the Devil; and zs Ul. * 


Mrey the Works 
lo That” heWould-give- Succeſs to 5: 
thoſt' Means of any kind, which 
bath appointed for the promo- 
ting of his Intereſt in the Werld; 
ling, THY KINGDOM COME. 
But then again, as the 'Kingdom 
of God is not come, where his 
Will is not ſincerely and -chear- 
fully -obey'd 3 therefore” in order 
to this, it is very natural, that 
N for all thoſe logs, wh ere- 
by both we, and all we ought to 
be concern d for, may be brought to 


in entire Subjection, and quiet Sub- 


8 to his moſt holy Will ;fay- _ 
, THY WILL BE DONE, —_ - 


In HEAVEN, SO ON EARTH. 


And 


his | Glory may” be"advaiiced, b. 
us and all his Creatures 3 
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Ser 5 Meſs having thus expreſyy Our 
WOO: Deſires for all thoſe thang 8 vi 
more immediately ref 
we may believe, that i wig 2 
the things which concern his Inte 
reſt and Glory the chief Deſires of 
our Hearts, he will not be un 
mindful in any reſpect of ſuch 
things as do concern us: Aud, 
therefore we may with a lieh 
Hope and ExpeRation pray, 
2. For all ſuch . as are fu 
table for our ſelves. -- 
And as under the 1 
Head, we deſcended from Our il. 
ther in Heaven, till we came do 
to This. lower. Earths,. where 
Creatures lie .groveling 
- groaning- in all” the Sorroy 
= Miſery Which our Apoſtacj 
hath brought upon us: 80 from 
hence, like che Angels on Nan 
f Ladder, we ſhould aſcend by cer 
tain Steps and Degrees, till we are 
return'd back again to Heaven 
Thus making God the Alpha and 
Omega, the Firſt. and the Laft , the 
Beginning and the End, in all our 
Petitions, Therefore as the firſ 
Rs From bene we 0 Na 
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Wee may begin and e a SY 
poly Part the Body; asking of : 
"Goodneſs all all ſuch n 
15 Toes neceſſary and conveni-⸗ 
nt for the Maintenance and Com- 
oct. of this preſent Life ; ſaping, 
CVE US DA BY DAY. OUR | 
DAILY BREAD. And 3 
We may proceed to our tus 
i Part, the Soul. And 3 we 
are ſeveral things of great Mo- 
It it. to. implore. . 38 3 
The Frſt is the e our 5 
is, Which 1 brought 5 i us - 


M f 22 reſent e en 

＋ *'s. Mercy. do 

a cy further A "But - | 
nx Wikis. cannot be had without Faith, ©} 
on Fkepentance, Pur poſes of new "Obe- | 13 
ay dence, and particularly our forgi- 


une of. thoſe wap N way : K ö 


jur'd and ro We are 
10 1 G 881 for bebe ig a ; 
may conclude. theſe. our 2 : 


en, queſts by faying, . FORGIVE, US 
1MOUR INS FOR. WE. 
FORGIVE EVERY ONE THAT 
$ INDEBTED TO Us har 
Ve 3 


. But as it is not enoug to 
Fin pardon'd, „ unleſs 4 be 

bam it for the future; > ſo we ought 

Ve Y \ | in 


muſt 2 =. encounter mah 
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Words, &? Are there not many 
Family Aercits, as Health and 


of God z of the Rules of Family 


& - | . 


Enjoyments and Converſe; vain 
Delights, angry Paſſions, raſh: 


Peace, and Liberty and Plenty the 


Increaſe: of Family Relations; the 
Fruit ſul Vine and Olive -· Plants about 
the Table; the Proſperity and Suc- 
ceſs of Family Affairs, and the Bu- 


ſineſs of Life; Protection and De- 
fence from ſurrounding Dangers; 
- making a Hedge about the Houſe, and 
about all that you have; Recove- 


ries from Sickneſs, and remark- 


able Preventions and Interpoſures, 


c;? Are there not many Family 


Wants and Af:#ions, many Straits 


and. Difficulties of Life? Some are 


afflicted with Sickneſs and infirm 


ful and comfor 


Health; others meet with Diſap- 
intments and Loſſes in the 
/orld : Some labour under per- 

plexing Cares, and all ſtand in need 


of daily Supplies of Life, and Re- 


cruits of Mercy; not to lay eace- 
Mie Enjoyment: of 


_ what they have, which is thegreateſt 


outward Bleſſing. The moſt wealthy 
2s Rigg N Raves: their 
Cares 
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* and Croſſes. The moſt po- Serin 
arfut and ſecure are liable to Dan N 
gers. The ſtatelieſt Habitations are 
not exempt from the Calamity f 
Fire, nor the Räicheſt from the v: 
dlence of Thieves, nor the moſt Rr ?-Lũͤ 
ſieious from the Accidents of Life. | 
Now ſhould not they pray toges . © - 
ther- that ſin together, and join = 
in ſolemn Humiliation and Con- 
ſeſſion of Sin, that join together 
in the daily Commiſſion of it? 
Should not they make common 
Acknowledgments to God, the 
common Benefactor and Friend | 
offer united Praiſe and Thanks, and 
Hke Facob, raiſe an Altar to God who Geneſis 
anſwered" in the Day of his. 1 ? nn 2, 
Should not they ſeek daily Sup. 
plies of Good from the Fountain 1 
of Good; that the Sceret of 1 
Lord may be upon their Tabernacle; 
and For, may dwell Joo from the Ba 
Fear of Evil? | 

2. 'Conſider the. Serippure Wars 2 135 "i 
rant and Authority. The Inſtitu- ; 
tion of the dh Sabriftc under the Numbers 
Law, amounts to clear Proof; that xxviu. 34 
beſides the folettin Worſhip at ſet 
Seaſons, the Jews were required 
to worſhip God Morning and Even- 
. ing. 
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ex- || Families in Heaven ie are na- 
me mel, is ſtrictiy binding. The Apoſ- 
in- files were the conſtant Attendants 
of his Perſon, and Companions f 
1% bis Life, whom he vo * ml. 
ing bis Brethren, his Fri ouch and bis Ser- 
od || want. He was the! Maſter» * Mae. £- 
a- . Houſe, and they thoſe of the ouſe 25. 
ho || ted which is all that is eſſential 
r? | tons Family. Now ,.qur.. bleſſed _ - 
Lord not eee e — 
the \ Myſteries of af Kingdom. and 13 
tock au Account mg their Profici- 7x 
ency when they were alone; . have Ange, 
| your; under food all theſe things ? 
Which is in the Nature of, Cate- 
| | <biz5ngs and one Part of Family 
y N Wor ip z but he perform'd more 
1 ect Worſhip ,.. and. PRrtic larly 
peared with them. „Thus he 

85 en ee with 3 
n inch mas 4, Family Ordinance, 
nf 04 


| $A N the Lord's Supper; 
And that be rayed With 
| Ne M and 
ded in e free 


ban, i. e. 
1. Who. followed him. . And s be wi 
+8 praying i 4 certain Place ,i when be 
%% d, ane f his Diſciples Jaid 1 
Fin, e us to pray, i» e. 1 
„„ In. thy Abſence, and when thou art . 

©, Not here to pray with us: And 1 

\ 
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ſome think the 17th: of John was a 
PFPrafer dh his. Diſciples. as well 
i 4 > as. — —5 Fire 30 n 
The Examples of good Men are | + 
remarkable. God gave this honou- | 
rable; Teſtimony . — Abraham , I 
Geneſis Beem bim, that he will command "bis 
xviiie 19. Children aud Houſbold after him, that 
- they. keep. the Way of the Lord. And 
to this purpoſe we find he circum» 
XxVi 27: ciſed all the Males in his Houſe, born 
er d (his Houſe', and bought mith Mo- 
which was, like tiſm, the 
initiating Ordinance, and to be 
ſur: was not perform'd.. without 
Prayer to God. So we find in all 
N + Remoreaof his Les RA 
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this Duty s 4; for me. and uy Hou 
we will } r the Lord: HIS Z uſe 
that is his Houſhold or "Tiini Ys. 
thoſe.under his Roof, and that were 
bis pecaliar Charg 0 And ſerving, 
tte Pord muſt be ſüppos'd at lealt 
i to comp rehend this great Act of 
ibu Worſhip, Prayingto him. 

do worſhipping and ſerving the Lord Matt, iv. - 
ate made ſynonimous. And this 10. 

was his fixed Reſolution, in c bo | 
tion to the Neglect of others, 

whether they ood do it or not, 
e and tho he ſhould be ſingle and a- 
bone. And this is more _remarka- 
ble, in that Joſh was not only the 


Head of- a Zamily, but the K Is A-FLF 


of the People, and had the Gg. 
7 vernment-of 'the Cong regation' 9 3 
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upon the Death of 

well as of his own "Houſe. 0 

Job was another inſtance: When Job i. 3. 
Mis L Days ($424 Fees, were 5 
about, Job ſent and ſan ified the the 
and 175 e up early in the farts "74 
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S youthave” your: Servants 1 Ser- 
D vants; good i in every Retation; like ( 
5 3 to their N ; 


5 301855 leer F, Naring God? 
. In bite Would you Long your 
* Whole Family a Houſhold-of Faith, 

and. All that relate 1 ou belong 

to God? | {your Fa- 

5 milies, and maintain the conſtant 
1 Worſhip-of God there. 215 
Would you promote Religion 
8 in the World, and ſpread and pro- 

+ pagate-it every where > Why, Fa- 

mily , Worſhip and religious Edu- 

cation, aol: have a mi In- 

ſuenoe upon the State of Religion In 

in the World. If larger Societies fan 

were collected out of religious Fa- 

milies, how greatly would it im- 

Prove the Church and the World? 

And if ever we hope tô ſee a great- 

er Progreſs in a National Refor- 

mation, or Advancement of Reli. IT 

gion among l us, it muſt firſt beginprefl 

n private Families. And in TimescCon; 

of Difficulty and Perſecution, Whelſtend, 
there is no Liberty of publick Atqdds 

tendance and ſolemn Worſnip, Fa Vn. 

mily Religion bas been the dn! 7 r 

Means 55 
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Means of maintaining the Worſh 
of God: and in Times of great De- 
eenerdcy and Decays; i will de thbke 
beſt expedient to preſerve the Pfin- 
gof R uncarrupted ans 
eep-alive-the "Owe of Godlineſs 

inthe Hearts of Men. d. 1; 
Nea, Family Prayer 0 — 
ſometimes: ſignally: omne of God, 
by a ſpecial; Preſence and'Vonchs- | 
ſafement, and by remarkable Pro- 
tections and Appearandes in its 
Favour.” Many Chriſtians have 
found great Communion with God, 
and great ment and Re- 
freſnment of Hea : Some Have re- 
ceiy'd the firſt Impreſſion of Goods. 
iſs; the firſt: Awakings of Mind, 
aud ſerious Deſires of Soul in Fami- 
ly Prayer. Tis obſervable to this 
pole; the Account lately pub- 
d by a worthy Perſon of the 
-Icftabliſh'd Church, in a Funeral 
Permon for a perſen of Honour; 
del That ſhe receiv d the firſt ſaving Im- Vide Fine- 
exinfſprefſions,/and dated the Time of her 2 e 
imesConverſion to God, from her At- art 
x henſtendance on Family Prayer: And he 1707. 
At dds, i» the Houſe of 4 piout and 

Fa fed Nonronforniiff Ainiſter. And 
oalfſſtis related — etedible Author, 
lean fg as 


great. 

"of not doing it.. Shall 
expoſtulate witk vod a little: 2 
on this Brice Conſideration Ar 
Jon not Plainly wanting in 

to God, and incur the daily £ 
, 25 80 15 Will any. Man venture to 
i tis not his Daty, and he is 
not oblig g 3. after What has alrea- 
dy. been ſuggeſted for the Prov Lo 
of it? "But: if your Judgments ate 8 
| convinced and Conſcience approve 
: Zhen Neglect mult needs be a Sin 
1 you neglect plain and acknon th 
ledg d Duty. And all the while yr 
live) in the Neglect, you continue tt as 
an ; the longer vou de Jo 5. tb 4 
grea . ur Guilt. Every, Wer ' Sel; 
Wy every Days Neglect off: 
5 2 05 player, Hultiples you day] 
Suit, and r ol —.— ſeri 
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al Are Jenner wuntingin 8 we. 
aud! Care-of them? Are not;your, 
Einilys your ſpecial = 
cdery under your lafluence and 2 
| b&ieve chis is the only inſtance in 
which you would care to have it 
denied or called in queſtion. And 
do- yon love your Familys, your 
Wives, your Children, your Ire 
vants, that never pray with them 
That muſt needs he a ſtrange Love 
to them that is without Prayer; 
'a mere natural, znhalowed Love; 
an animal ſenſual Love; not the 
Love 12 reaſonable Creature, much 


leſs! of a Is, 105. 5 f 
or good 7 70 
in your: Loves at! abe defeckiue, 


inat dont make you TOE on- 


cerned for their ſpiritual Welfare, 


andearneſtwi ith God fora Bleſſing? | 


Ji; Are. you, bot e 70 your 
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rise d confirm. the Habits of 
Goodneſs 3 to make 0 1 
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Seri God. Nan? Ny not the l Mic. a 

|  corriages:of many in your Fami I an 
de fitly charged upon this Neglect? Nat 
I bey are cateleſs of Duty to you, ſth 
* and run into deſtructive Courſes; er 
theyegrow. Idle, and Wantenz and: th 

Wicked; it may be becauſe you ne. I thy 

ver took any Care to make them on 

better 3 you never pray'd for their Nit; 

Converſion, or beg'd daily Bleſſings Nuo- 


with them. If they prove ferious 
2 — tis no Thanks to your 
. nor owing to your Prayers 
— tis Abe rich and foye- 
relgn Grare of God, withbut any 
— of your Endedyours 
A How are your Are chere mer be 

Prayer in your Family, or 2oy || rit 
| E between them and o- 
tbers? I You neglect Family Prays I di 
er, it may be they will neglect Se- 
1 Prayer: If you don't call them 
together, and pray with them, 
perda che, will never pray by 
es. By this means it may 
_ come to paſs,” that there wilt 

beino Prayer at all in your Family, 
at leaſt none but your own: + "And 
tho that be their Fault that they 
dont Pray alone, yet! whoſe "mat 
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b v akne 1 e 
I naſt it be if there is no prayer at Sz E 
li there? And the more Ignorant, I : 
ily ind Careleſs, apd Wicked any: — 5 
Q? ae, that are under your Roof; 4 

ou, Fe not the greater Reaſon, and = 

grea Need Of Pran ying with 

and: [as ?:And. how fad-a Cale: would 

ne. this be, a Family profeſſing Religi- 
em Jon without any Prayer to b 
ir lit; where there is none that ſeek God 

nes en vt ane? And what mark of | 
ous Diſtinion is there between your 
our! Familys, and thoſe of the looſeſt 
ers and worſt of Men? The ,openty 
ve- I prophane, the ſcoffers at Religion, 8 
10y the Atheiſts, have no Prayer in 
their Familys too; and would you 
have your Familys in any reſpect 
reſemble theirs, and en 
e 
„Don't you TOY expoſe? 5 
divine VDiſpleaſure, und to that : 
Wrath which is threatned to the f,, 
milys that call not upon his Name? Jer. x. 25. 
Don't you fairly | forfeit the Pre- 

ſence and Photedtion of the Al- 
mighty, and ay your ſelves: open 
to his juſt —— May not 
Jod be reaſonably ſuppoſed to 

nd withdraw his gracious Influence, 

ey and powerful Care, that you never 

110 ek to to him for? To deny the 2 

u ing 
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0 publick 1 155 jat Book of 
Devotions, Pſal alm, 0 magnify Pſ, xxxiv. 
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I Name br, F: will declare thy 

| | Name 
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E prom mifed his Preſence with dl. 

them in the ſmalleſt Numbers: [the 

dlat. iii When two or ihres are gathered fo 1 tj 

I * miret on. fene Il Ye 1 
renn robe to as 5 AJ 

£ 5 1 thing. Win is oke in diſtinc⸗ wh 
4 tion from the 1 emple-Worſip one 
ZH in n requiſite to make 
an Aſſembly. he Av les not on- He 

A veinsdlin he Wor of the Sy- % 

nlagogue, but bad diſtin . al 
among themfetves for this porpoſe. | ts 
Thus immediately upon our Lords | W 

Ads 1.12. Aſcenſion, they returned to jeruſa · 1% 

lem, and went into an upper-Room Ne 

Which was the place of theit pub 

ii. 42. Jick-Worſhip 5 and al continued with & 

one arcord in Prayer aud Supplicat im. | 

| The firſt r e ch Chriſtianity || N 
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trine and Fellowſhip, "wil Nane? of ve 
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Apoſt les in a miraculous manner, 2 
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on- Honour is an outward B eeſſion 

Sy- ct an inward Reverence and Eſteem, 

ings and mult for that reaſon always be 

ofe. | hefore others; and where there are oF + 

+. | Witneſſes and Obſervers of it. Ho- 1 Sam. xy. 5 

uſa- NJ, me the Elders of the r 

oom le, and of Iſrael. Secret Devoti- 
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Service ; becauſe *tis confined - ta a 

Glaſer, and falls not under others 905 
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W God er ever... / Ihe publick 
©  Addreſſes'of many together, is the 
A neden Honour ide Felt of-Crea- 
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=]. Fenkble Inſtance of the Creatures 
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1 — Greatneſs of the 'Almighty, 
ved ia 1 1 _ 
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. yer will kindle a Flame 
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. Ardours of Soul. In more pri- 


Pacha more eaſily flag and cool, or 


—— the.Concurrence of 
many, together, will. diſ ; 
Minds, to greater Solemnity; unite 
1 of wers, 500 enlarge the Exer- 


Yo! es 0 of rnjs {ariſing 
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? Beſides, publick k Prayer, as well 
as other laſtagces of publick Wor- 
ſhip, - has a promiſe of a.- peculiar 
Preſence of God, and bas been 


ning and enlivening 
The” neareſt - * to God, 
em- ly ws 75 "and 


1 vate and retired Prayer, the Mind : 


e gur e 


+ 49h; raiſe. them. to 
Ke pi wack and 


promote; a ſeriaus Frame of Mind, 
and uſed as .a Guard to our 


found by ſerious Perſons more quick- 
thay auy Other. 
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ſtart : but. publick and I 1 


r vl and Heareſt a of him 


v ſelf, are made in pablick Addreſſes 


Ixxxvii. 2. 


Pſal. _ fohim. | The *Lord:lovethirhe Gates 


of Sion mort than all 1 0 Aeli 
pf. xxx. 1. vf Jacob. He dme 
Chrruhim z tis the Place of> Shag 
culiar Preſence and Abode, the 
xxvi. 8. Habitation of his Houſe, and the Place 
where his Honour dwells: and they 
xiii. a. never ſee either the Power or Glory of 
A as they ſee them in the Sanitary. 
Its" Conſider: the Efficacy and 
Power of publick Prayer with God. 
Tis not only honourable and plea- 
ſing to God, but very prevalent 
with him too. Solitary Prayer has 
been ſometimes remarkably effectu- 
al. Iſrael prevailed with God, when he 
wreſtled with him alone; and che fer- 
vent Prayer of a righteous Man avail- 
eth much. But publick Prayer has 
_ ſingular Advantage in this re- 
ſpect. It has greater Power with 
God, and is more effectual to ob- 


- tain a Bleſſing. The united Force of 


many Prayers, like a ColleQion of 
Rays, burns the fiercer, and has the 
Fenn, ſtrength. God is repre- 

nted in the” Scripture- as. more 
likely to be prevailed with by the 
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Ng of 3 and of publick Af. 
ſemblys, 


ern 
ſemblys, than by ſingle and ſolitary Serm. VI 
*Prayer : and the Kingdom of Heaven NW 
Never. fe rs: {0 great a Violence as 
hen tis ſurrounded and beſieged 
by many Supplicants at once. ., | 
When Peter was in Priſon, Pray- | 
er wat made without ceaſing of the Acts xii. 
Church to God for him: And many 1 
were gathered together, praying. And 
the Angel ſmote him, eint between 
tmo Soldiers, bound with two Chains, 
and the Keepers before the Door, and 
raiſed him up, and brought him out; 
and the Chains fell off his Hands, and 


the Iron Gate that led into the City open- 
ed to them of its own Accord; and 
<| God delivered him out of the 
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that for the Gift beſtowed upon us, by 
the means of many Perſons; Thanks 
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ab be given by muny on our behalf 
8 And 'the Apoſtle une, directs, as 
„ Ukelieſt means of relief to the 
Jam. v. 14. Sick, ts fend for the Elders” of "the 


Church, and let them 2225 over them, 


this Appretient jon in a time of Sick- | | 
neſs, when they ſo commonly deſi re 
publick Prayers and Remembrance. 

1 might obſerve, That the an- 
tient Writers of the Church of- 
ten ſpeak of the Excellence of pub- 
lick Prayer, not only as being per- 
formed with Harmony * and Con- 
ſent among our ſelves, but with the 
Concurrenct of holy Angels and hap- 
Þ Souls above f; as if they joined 
1 n ſolemn Worſhip ar the ſame rime. 


088: 1 ſhall exhort to Prayer man 
the different Conſideration of the 
"Perſons I would per ſuade. And to 

5 bring the Exhortation cloſer to e- 
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den e Chryſoſt. my N 
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to PRAYER 377 
very one 1 Caſe, I. mal conſider you Serm "5 
all. either as ſuch as do nor. pray, WAY 
or as ſuch who do; and a will 
| require a different Treatment, as - 
the Caſes are very different. 
L. 1. Such as. dont pray, that 
nch reſtrain, Prayer, and never 
Pray at all, or. never willingly and 
of choice. And! Would earneſtiy i in- 
treat ſuch Perſons, in the Name and 
In the Bowels of Jeſus Chriſt; and 

- - I'defi re to ſpeak with due Tender- 


Center, a Compaſſionate. Concern. | 


S's 

3s 1 ;s the higheſt Contemge oft the 
at God, of his Authority and 
Goodneſs. *Tis a flying in the 
Face of God's Authority, and 
trampling it under your Feet. 
ITis a flat Diſobedience to his holy 
Law, à plain and open Violation 
of the ſupream Right. Is it not 
injurious and unnatural to the 
Author of your Beings, never to 
own him; yea, virtually and im- 
plicitly to deny his Right, and diſ- 
own your Dependance? Is it not 
a bold Defiance to the Ruler of the 
World, to ſin againſt him everyday, 
and never ask his Pardon? Don't you | 


live upon his daily Goodneſs, and 
p 3ͤ̃ meine 
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es And is not God always 


A „cherten 


Ser m. MAS conſtant Mercies from him? 
A os Breath you draw, every 
Mor 1 


vou "eb , every” 'Bleſſiog 


Fou enjoy, is an Inftance of his 


i Goodneſs,” and à Monitor to your 
Praife. And will you live upon the 


1 UE of God, aud never think 


it? feceive conſtant "Mexrcies 


9 him, and make no returns of 


Duty? refuſe him the poor Ac- 
knowledgments of Gratitude , and 


Praiſe? vhs 
"181 it not recromda rude Neg e 


a of Duty; any re- 
gatd of their Authority or Kindneſs? 
preſent b 
" his Power and Mercy every Day 
Don't he follow you with his Pro- 
tection and Bleſſing wherever you 
80 And will yon deal fo unwor- 


thily with the Supream Lord of the 
World, and your beſt Friend and 


Benefactor * Will you ſhew fo inju- 
tions and ungtateful à Neglect to 
Him that has the higheſt Right, and 
deſerves the beſt at your hands ? 


de ue de 8 and would 


en ſcorn 


Many a Sinner treats his God ſo as 
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dhe Prophet, Hen afar the Bld x Mal. i. 0 | 
122 Tien cenrain Sign of Unreger 
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nam He auen upon the Children of Aden, 
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ſcar eras] ; _ 0 1 . 5 
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ger 8 Hamer * ON Fe cane Palm * 


tame Cad And. more. juſtly, chal- 13. 
lange ſuch Men, as he did thoſe in 


eduerißce, is it not 8 1 
to ti Governors. ha ve pleaſed with 
thee, or cep thy Perſon f, TY; out 


„ and that 2 2 Wicke 
Bae e an As the g 
e degenerate State of 


ti ſee if thene mere any that underſband 
and ſeek after God; they are all: gene 9 xiv. 
aſtray, rbere it name thats doth & 
And tis frequently made the 8 . 
ractet of a wicked Man, 7heiWioked, x. 4. 
through the Fride af his Countenamce, 
will nut ſeek after Gods Gans not 2 

1 bis Thang hs. 

There needs no greater a Proof 

that thou art in a State of unrene w- 
ed Nature, and wert never ſavingiy 
chang'd, chan this, that thou never 
pro Tie impoſſible there ſhould 

any Princi wy Grace, or Spark 

. Divine Life, A” is. a ha- 
7 P. 4. bitual 


„Bihôrt tion 


+ [ vital Negtelt of Prayel Z KY : for 150 | 
VV renewed Soul prays: © AN the Chil. 


_ Uren of Godery Abba, Father: And 


there never was ſuch à thing in all 


hs World as's prayerteſs good Man. 
Tis as 1 5 Carr en. And 
gtoſs an Abſordity, to ſay 4 þrayerleſs 
Chrifian, as to Tay an #ngodty Saint: 
For this can agree to nothing but a 


a one. Show me a Man that never 
Poi and I dare ventute to pro- 


he Divine Word, That tho he may 
be civil and honeſt with reſpec to 
* Men, and in bis dealings in the 


on and in God's Account, we 1s a 
EL - wicked and un; godly Sinner *, 
And can 66 be patient of a * Seate 
"It ab air to God, as well as Neglect 
of him \ Can you be eaſy in ſuch a 
State, in which you will certainly 
Peri? ? Would you be willing, 402 
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wicked Man, and is proper to ſuch : 


n him, on the Credit 3 


World; yet with reſpect to Religi- | 


e 8 . To de 28 dee 
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Ke 1 8 And are beholden to 
e the ap 
tainin Ber 7200 and God has no 


8 omiſ 
being wught to for it 


| tai God has 


5 Sinners will have reaſon” to Wiſh, 


r d BED 3 


£ "OC Ter Thoug ghts,. to Fr die Serm. ** 
our Unregeneracy, and run the 
of alt the Con Nader ce? Vel 1 
ture aid ſtand to the final Miſes ; 
You cannot expeck any. BlY- 


1 ers for your Preſer vation. Pray- 


pointed Means of ob- 


lere 
here the 
* ſeems to run in the moſt - 
i bſolute Form, God ſays, Never» Exekiel: 
ng 7 Ja for this will The inqar'd of by xxxvi.32. . 
Houſe of Iſrael: And no Man 
u pretend” to expect any, mote 
promis d. If God 
ive any Bleſſings of Life, as a lar- 
ger Mereafe of dutward Good, or 
Deliverance” from © outward” Evil; 


| Kis more than he has promiſed, or 


du have any warrant” to expect: 2 


| mrs mete Sovereign Goodneſs, not 


Covenant-Favour. And tho God has 
'wiſe Reaſons for giving prayerleſs 
Sinners outward Enjoyments; yet 
55 don't give his Bleſſing witng 
them, and they commonly prove 
a Snare; the Inſtruments of Sin, 
* Fuel of Luſt. And prayer leſs 


P 5 "Hy, 


1 the, Worig becauſe they Re 
= the more to abuſe, and 


And tho Sinners often n 
deſpiſe praying Chriſtians, 9 
WI Fe 


$- ms W with God 
prevailed; far for wicked Sedong,. 
And. Meſes ſtaod in the Breach, and 
turned amay the Divine Wrath 
the erte .and- rebellious, . 
_ ralites.. 7 Tis ſpoke of the Man that 
malech bis Prayer to God, and payeeb 
| his Vows, that be fhall deliver the 
and of: ene or as the 


ven the and, and "tis defi- 


= 
| vered by the Pareneſs of h Hands: 


* l hall: by. 91 
5 SBaouppoſe ſuch a Caſe as this, That 
_ all praying Chriſtians: were taken 

er the wits aug there were 


"Is none 


the heavier an Account atlaſt... * 


AG 


or ro 2h ay 


from 


Job xxi. Margin better reads, the Innocent 


And of the Tribulation of the laſt 
Matthew Days, that for- the Fils fake. 4 
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ll be farc'd to pray, 


"atk Wu 


that there were none 
le Sinners left upon 
the Earth: "The Cen gene would: 

be immediate Ruin; Vengeance 


none to reſtrain or prevent Divine un 


dight the: Lond ot 7 
bat * 
Ar of 


from Tea ven would overtake them. Sine Sta- 
The Reaſon is, there would be *onibus 


ſtaret * 


Mundus. 


preſerve and uphold the World 

4 The boldeſt Sinners on Barth 
ad will 
the Prayers of others. The 


moſt ignorant and ſtupid . ; 


the moſt © 
bel, will b 
and be a humble and earneſt Suitor 
for Mercy. In a time of great Diſ- 
tteſs, under a Weight of pr 
Aſfiction, or the Awakenings 


ane and daring 


Time of languiſfüng Sickneſs or a- 


glad to pray at laſts. | 


in . 


Horrours of a guilty Mind z in a 


Wrath; nor any Rea ſon ſuſſicient Tertul. 5 
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cute Pains, eſpecially in an Hour id; n 
of Death, and under the Froſpect t 


of Eternity: Then they will pray 
who never prayed before. A Storm 
at Sea will fright a hardned Sin- 
ner to his — and make him 
all upon God, whom he newer 
ht on before, and never na- 


but in Caries ad Oathe. And 
BE vou 8 


Wy 


| ma abi ul — 


Jord e 


5 492, n from Hell, and from ther Pover of 


geit the Devil; it; me to die, ad ꝓre 


JIE 


ayers: of 

253 ſired. Sin ner end fo A 
yF Miniſters abd praying Ch Oh 
| Aus, and beg the Prayers of thoſt 
| in Sickneſs they defpifed in ꝓroſ- 

q | perity and Health... So Pharaoh de- 
Gen. ix. fires: Moſes to entreat the Loyd. un- 
289. der the Plagues: The rebellious J, 


xii. 19. Strvants unto the Lord 4 
: we die mot: Abab ſent: CANT 
1 4 2 Kings in in his Sxrait, tho he An bins: 
'$ And Simon: Magus defires: Poser, 
Ads viii. Pra he Zord ' for me, that none of 
24. . Fheſe hingt come upon mr. Then they 
will ay, The beſt Service you can 
do us, 'the greateſt Kiadneſs you 

can expreſs, is to pray for us: If 

vou haye any latereſt in Heaven, 

or Power with God; if you have 

7 Pity and Denen of Na- 
999 a Ture, 
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| 11 Sam. vaclires {aid to Samuel, Pro Jor-aby 
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rige 2 Ft the Bar Fre 8 0 Avg . 


for Mer u pie e yz, Si ners are 
1. ante. pleading with their 
* praying earneſtiy for 
mM ory will ay unto vic in At 
7 Tord, have” we not pro- 22 , 


al on ry thy | 
nw trated oe cry 5 Lord, Toru, CG * aer 


Ged. will reje E and delpi ife the 4 pi A 
Prayers of wicked Men at laſt, W uy 


lect. Half that Earneſtneſs and 
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fectual for their God. A raci 


and bis Heart would relent- 
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forſaken 2 180 oof 
Fes >a ce 55 th 


againſt the 
E Ter- 6 
hi, he 9 A Chet 


Name; &c? And the 


ito ur. 


reckon with them for all their Neg- 


Concern at preſent, which Sinners 
will then uſe in vain; would 828 


ous God would encline nis“ 
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_ hereafter „ al knportunit) 
e as it will be out 
5 $i Jake: the Cries of con- 


s Wee Cramin Is He will turn 

2 _ "deat, Rar to the loudeſt Cry and 
Made Complaint; and 5 not I 
de moved by any Agonies of Syul, N 
1 N yy Circumſtance of Diſtreſs, 5 
He is repreſented not only refu- N.. 
EN 213T «2 | | their earneſt. Requeſt, but in- % 
„ -their on reje&ing 1 
. * 2 
Fear n 7 e bf jp 
but I mill mot anſwer; — 12 feck = 
me" early, but not %. 1 

He will paniſh the b 
1 and revenge th high Affront. He 
= will pour forth his Fury as a migb- 


ty Flood, that will fink and ſweep- 
them quite away. Every lighted. 
- Mercy, which they did not think 
worth the ſeeking; every abuſed 
Mercy, perverted againſt" its De- 
1. will riſe up in Judgment, and 

or Vengeance. Vea, which is the 
aſt? dreadful alfal Confiderntiatsi in all: 
the. World, the kind and gracious 
Redeemer, who ſhed his Bloodupon 
the Croſs, and was an Advocate in 
. pag will become an 
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1. 11 ll appear again Cauſe + oo A 
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ence of ave ga rag 1 
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ot” bim ta ſay, © Ton pi iſed the Au- — 
11, ; 2 92 2 of my Can! and Tee 2 
ii 4 e 5 


u. 4d, bet yen ede Hom often 24. 
* br N ene you ? but vun Luk. xiii. 
12 {Rnd not. Tou ſligktech my gra- 34+ 
at || cCious Interpoſures in your Fa- 

ur « NC nad a ied Offices. I was 

6 bo ad to do you; you tired the 

1 10 Exerciſe of Patience, and wore 

"| * out the Day af your Grace: and 

4 do you now plead your Profeſſi- 

1 on, and hope to extort my Re- 
£ards 2 No, Iutterly diſown you, - 
« — diſclaim all {your Pretenſi- 
ons: This is the laſt and ſad 
Farewel ; 1 know you "ey depart ner . 
« 2, 1 73 33. | 
6. How fad. will be the bei 
Prayers and. Cries * loſt and dam- 
may pray in 1 ope, 2 expect an 
Anſwer of Peace. 0 They may uſe * 
a humble Liberty and Boldnefs with 
God, and meet with a favoura- 
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| 5 75 id ſealed up unde E Wrath; 

TEN they”. Fill then erz "and 

i Pap” Bu "The Reaſ6n is. the Bier 
5 n of Merey will be over; the 
K Kingdom of Grace is at an End; 
57 they are —— Hye Pie of | 
_ ** things, and under another Di n- 
| Saen bs. (4 rich tarp the 
Luk. xvi. ] ſpel; Lift is Eyes 
24. = e Re 4. 
bi: raham baue Mercy on me; and ſend 
L 7 Tip of bis Finger 
Ver. 25. tim: ater, and cool my Tongut. A 
— - moying and mocdleſt f 0 ueſt, But 
85 was denied him. e 
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that too. And tho he ütges and 
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braham, ' but. of ont wire” ſent to 7 

ſti. ther”, om the Dead, th would re- 5 

erf ten; he is "finally denied, and 

age Galt: not by 'the greateſt Im 
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A laſt, and be doomed td an ever _ 
11 laſting Biſtance from Chriſt, are \ 
en- repreſented Teepin "and vn Ping Lak. xiii. — 
he e Teeth; when thy Tout fee Abra- 28. 
d: bam, Haac inidfatol; and Al the Pro. iv 
of 8 the Kingdom of God, "ani they ont 
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he | lay your Bar o the Mouth of che 
Jes bottomleſs Pit, and liſten a while — _ 
tothe Gties of the Damned; you — | 
+ | would'hear hideous Skrieking And W 
„„ | Yelling lameatable Moans and | 1 
a | Complarats, that would not only © 
grate a tender Ear, but pierce and 
wound a Heart of Stone. They 


: gar under intolerable ' Wrath, 
2 and 
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1 <1, dic not pray ſonner O that |! 
„F bed spent crery Breath of m 
Sli in Prayer 10 God 'I. chat. 2 
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. Kill f had a. Bleſſing ! 
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8 But led all is vain and war 
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88, 2. Tarſichas de pray and 
they are either negligent and e Carey 
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jt Ones; I ſhall ſpeak ſometbing 
to quicken and encourage. 
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ble a Pretence, muff 12 
minal. Nothin can excuſe à wil 
ful Neglect, or diſpenſe with a Di. 
ae , but real Nece ity. tha 
when God difabſes or. revetits, 


only. tend a Neceſſity ;” for 2 
ers bully to encreaſe the Guilt, 
aid add one Sin to another. 1 
Aud if every Neglect is a ge 
how: numerous will 9 wns pill 
the Courſe of many Years,” 4 
how great 4 Guilt | may vo this 
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5 NET i be Wort fes 
not to om t it till there 
1s no 9800 for it, or leave off the 
ge till the Regia of it ceaſe? 
| an you eaſily appre- 
nend the e n Der wei ing 
ſelves.” By. eee dagen Ane 
Inter miſſio Prayer, may you 
not loſe the Habit or Ability of 
Praying, which is a to and im- 


roy #5 * as 3 
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Comma always in bf, Aud of 
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ind more ſtraitned in Mind? 1 
ot he Prayers you make be with= 
3 5 ike the 
und of an Eccho in hollow 
lace; that ſinks lower and lower 
un i quite loſt, and dies into ſi- 
"hr; May not other Means and 


not profit; other Ordinances deſti> 
tate and forſaken, without a'won- 
ted Spirit and Power; or any 
Reliſn and Delighe? + Will not 
this breed an Eftranpement be- 
tween God and you; and weaken 
your Confidence towards him; and 
from ſeldom: Converſes together 
or long Interruptions, there gro 
a Coldneſs and Diſtance; like tie 
Vifits of-diſguſted Frieads, that are 
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